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FIFA

EDITORIAL

Joseph S. Blatter
FIFA President

ccording to the second Big Count

survey conducted by FIFA among

its then 207 associations last year,
some 270 million people around the world
are actively involved in our sport either as
players, coaches, referees, elected o cers or
sports doctors. Using a detailed questionnaire,
FIFA pinpointed how many footballers were
playing in each category, how many coaches
were coaching at every level, who was running
which team and who was o ciating which
matches. Add on the family members and
close friends who accompany players to
matches or who fret alongside them in the
stands or support them in all sorts of ways and
the total amount of people involved is even
more mind-boggling. Well over one billion
people are involved in football in one way or
another — regardless of class or borders.

But those who manage to make so many
hearts beat faster, day in day out, also carry
a huge responsibility on their shoulders. In
other words, the game of football should
act as a symbol of hope and integration that
serves society well beyond the boundaries of
the pitch.

And why is that? e answer is quite
simple. During the past thirty years, FIFA
has channelled its energy into development in
the game of football.  anks to the financial
resources it has at its disposal both now and in
the future, FIFA isin a position to take a huge
step forward and make a major contribution
to the development of society at large through
football.

e underlying principles of our e orts
are the FIFA Statutes and the fundamental
values of authenticity, unity, performance and

integrity. Authenticity means that football
should remain a simple, fascinating game for
everyone concerned. Unity helps to further
solidarity throughout the entire football
community, regardless of ethnic roots,
gender, language or religion. Performance
is important, as football can only preserve
and continue to spread its appeal if it is also
played at the very highest level and as an
unparalleled emotional experience. Integrity
is indispensable, as our sport — and FIFA as
the governing body — should set examples in
fair play, tolerance and transparency.

It is upon these very values that FIFA has
built its mission to develop the game, touch
the world and build a better future. We intend

For the Game.
For the World.

to achieve all this for the game — and for the
worldasawhole. esevalues, this mission and
this intention are not mere buzzwords but will
be deeds realised at every level of the football
pyramid, starting with the players themselves
and stretching from the clubs to the leagues,
the associations and the confederations.

Our new slogan is therefore For the Game.
For the World. It implies both opportunity and
challenge — an opportunity for us as a football
community to help build a better future and
a challenge to fulfil our social responsibility,
while at the same time safeguarding our game
and organising world championships.

Let us tackle the job — together.

Cdal
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BIG COUNT

265 million playing
football worldwide

Major exclusive survey

“I'm not finished
by any means”

Midfield maestro Patrick Vieira

Do you think you know your football? 5 8 5 9
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THE WORLD OF FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL
oF THE \WORLD

FOOTBALL IS A GAME, A PASSION,
A SCIENCE - AND THE MOST
POPULAR SPORT ON EARTH.

YOU CAN READ WHAT HAPPENS
IN THE WORLD OF FOOTBALL

IN FIFA MAGAZINE.

What is German goalkeeper
Nadine Angerer doing? Maybe
she is bowing in front of Linda
Bresonik to thank her team-mate
for scoring a goal or averting one,
or perhaps she is simply making
sure that Bresonik still has all ten
toes.
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Strength through unity: Swiss [
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SECLUSION

- Football can be played almost
: anywhere. Even in the most
- remote regions, you will find
pitches with a set of goalposts
at either end, just like here
in the Kalahari Desert, a vast
1.2 million km2 wilderness

#= stretching from South Africa
* across Namibia and Botswana
~ = to Angola and Zambia.

®5 pHOTO: IMAGO

THIRST

When Timo Hildebrand of
leading German champion
V{B Stuttgart is thirsty, even
the ball cannot distract him.
PHOTO: IMAGO

=

it

ESEEE
]
=
Bizsis
|4

L

p.!‘llﬂ“mﬁj

=
M smm
- |

F

BISEEDIr=—

ST
L L. T
ﬁﬁ'!t”

=

==
=

]

T el
Whether barefoot or in sandals, in shorts or a long robe, football is a source of
fun as these two boys in Dubai (United Arab Emirates) prove. PHOTO: IMAGO
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FIFA 2227 BIG COUNT

265 million
playing football

A large-scale FIFA survey involving its then 207

member associations shows that football has

strengthened its position as the world’s number
one sport since the last Big Count in the year 2000.
Among the most pleasing signs is the continuing

growth of the women’s game.

BY MATTHIAS KUNZ

he success of FIFAs diverse

investments in the worldwide

development of football seems
to be leaving its mark not only with
increasing match attendances and TV
audiences but, according to the latest
statistics, also in the number of people
around the globe actually playing the
game. 265 million male and female
players in addition to 5 million referees
and o cials make a grand total of 270

million people — or 4% of the world’s
population — who are actively involved
in the game of football.  ese are the
impressive findings of the 2006 Big
Count, a FIFA survey of its then 207
member associations, which, after being
conducted for the first time in 2000,
was repeated last year under the same
conditions and o ers an interesting
insight into the development of football
worldwide.

e associations were asked to provide
FIFA with as many accurate figures
as possible in terms of professional
footballers, registered players over the
age of 18, registered youth players
under the age of 18, futsal players,
beach soccer players and unregistered
occasional players as well as referees and
o cials. All of these groups were then
broken down by gender. In addition,
FIFA requested details on the number

of clubs and teams that came under
each association’s jurisdiction.  ree-
quarters of FIFA member associations
participated in the survey, a similar
response to that for the 2000 Big Count,
thus making meaningful evaluation
a realistic proposition. Although the
quality of information submitted by the
associations has increased significantly
in comparison with the study in
2000, close analysis places a question

mark over the accuracy of some of the
details.

For example, it was hard for the
associations to estimate the number of
unregistered occasional players because,
by definition, no reliable details were
available in this regard. FIFA used Big
Count 2000, a UEFA survey from
2005 and other internal statistics to
supplement missing or implausible data
from associations. e study was also

scientifically monitored by a leading
social studies organisation.

WOMEN ON THE UP

Football’s development in terms of
numbers is demonstrated most strikingly
with the figures for registered players,
because the associations are able to
provide very precise data in this respect.
It is pleasing to note that today, with 38

million players, 24% more people play P

Boom in CONCACAF:
23 per cent of all women players
come from this confederation.

No doubt about it: the number of
men and women playing football
is expanding the world over.

JULY 2007 NN
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FIFA 2227 BIG COUNT

TOTAL NO. OF PLAYERS (in 1000s)

TOTAL NO. OF PLAYERS (in % of population)

REGISTERED NO. OF PLAYERS (in 1000s)

Continuing to look to the future, one
especially important statistic that can be
drawn from the number of registered
players is the proportion made up by
youngsters, who constitute 54.7% of all
registered male players and as many as
69.6% of thewomen. e greater number
of young players in the women’s game is
a reflection of the impressive growth in
women’s football, which has also resulted
in a significant increase in the number

Asia leads the field among men and women.

I W2 ULy 2007

when Dr Joao Havelange was first elected
FIFA President and only 140 associations
were a liated to FIFA. In the 33 years
since, the number of male and female
footballers registered worldwide has more
than doubled from 17 million to around
38 million.

In addition to the registered players,
who are relatively easy to quantify, the Big
Count also includes the many footballers
who are not registered with a club but

the men).

MORE TEAMS PER CLUB

Another notable trend is evident in
terms of club and team numbers. While
the number of clubs — over 300,000
— is much the same as it was in 2000,
the number of teams — 1.7 million — has
grown by around 12%. Whereas the
average club had five teams seven years

ago, it now boasts seven. Organised P
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Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER)

The Canadian Soccer Association (CAN)
Svenska Fotbollférbundet (SWE)

Football Federation Australia Limited (AUS)
Norges Fotballforbund (NOR)

The Football Association (ENG)

Koninklijke Nederlandse Voetbalbond (NED)
Dansk Boldspil-Union (DEN)

Fédération Francaise de Football (FRA)

Millions are trying to emulate
Brazil’s national hero Kaka.

JULY 2007 NGNS

1 Chinese Football Association (CHN) 26,166 1 Federacion Costarricense de Futbol (CRC) 27 1 Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER) 6,309

2 US Soccer Federation (USA) 24,473 2 Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER) 20 2 US Soccer Federation (USA) 4,187

3 All India Football Federation (IND) 20,588 3 The Faroe Islands Football Association (FRO) 17 3 Confederacao Brasileira de Futebol (BRA) 2,142

4 Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER) 16,309 4 Federacion Nacional de Futbol de Guatemala (GUA) 16 4 Fédération Frangaise de Football (FRA) 1,795

5 Confederagao Brasileira de Futebol (BRA) 13,198 5 Federacion de Futbol de Chile (CHI) 16 5 Federazione Italiana Giuoco Calcio (ITA) 1,514

6 Federacion Mexicana de Fatbol Asociacion, A.C. (MEX) 8,480 6 Asociacion Paraguaya de Futbol (PAR) 16 6 The Football Association (ENG) 1,486

7 Football Association of Indonesia (IDN) 7,094 7 Arubaanse Voetbal Bond (ARU) 15 7 South African Football Association (RSA) 1,469

8 Nigeria Football Association (NGA) 6,654 8 Barbados Football Association (BRB) 13 8 Koninklijke Nederlandse Voetbalbond (NED) 1,139

9 Bangladesh Football Federation (BAN) 6,280 9 Vanuatu Football Federation (VAN) 13 9 Japan Football Association (JPN) 1,045

10 Football Union of Russia (RUS) 5,803 10 Fédération Malienne de Football (MLI) 12 10 The Canadian Soccer Association (CAN) 866

REGISTERED NO. OF MALE PLAYERS (in 1000s)

1 Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER) 5,438

P under the umbrella of an association than  of registered amateur players (up 138% still take enjoyment from playing the 2 US Soccer Federation (USA) 2,517

did in 2000. Breaking the results down,  compared to 16% in the men’s game).  game, in other words, the unregistered 3 Confederagao Brasileira de Futebol (BRA) 2115

theincrgasein ngmberof registered fgmale ese figures clearly ipd!cate that FIFA oc.ca_sional players: Assembling some 226 4 Fédération Frangaise de Football (FRA) 1746
players is especially notable: 4.1 million  and its member associations are on the  million people, this is the largest category ) ; . .

women are now playing football within  right track to increasing the popularity of  and here too, male footballers make up 9 Padlienone (Elae Cees e iy L

organised structures, constituting a 54%  football even further in the future. the lion's share (204 million or 90%), but 6 South African Football Association (RSA) 1,463

increase on the 2000 results.  is merely Interesting conclusions about the  the growth in the number of unregistered 7 The Football Association (ENG) 1,389

goes to substantiate the FIFA President  development of football in the longer  female players since 2000 is far greater 8 Koninklijke Nederlandse Voetbalbond (NED) 1,055

Joseph S. Blatter’s. predi.ct.ion"that: “ e term can .be drz?lwn b){ c.omparing the  than that of their male cgunterparts (up 9 Japan Football Association (JPN) 1,000

future of football is feminine. latest findings with statistics from 1974,  14% compared to a 6% increase among 10 Football Union of Russia (RUS) o

REGISTERED NO. OF FEMALE PLAYERS (in 1000s)
1 US Soccer Federation (USA)

1,670
871
495
136
112

98
97
84
56
49
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Big Count: statistical summary report by gender/category/region

In 1000s; sum of rounded values does not always correspond with rounded total. Values proved statistically

TOTAL AFC CAF CONCACAF CONMEBOL  OFC  UEFA
Plajers 264552 85176 46300 43100 27778 542 61647
Male 238,557 80,075 44,940 33,071 24,703 486 55,283
Female 25,995 5102 1,361 10,038 3074 56 6,364
Referees, Officials 5,058 673 630 1133 168 32 2422
Total involved in football 269,610 85,849 46,930 44,242 27,946 573 64,069
% of population 4.13 2.22 5.16 8.53 7.47 468 7.59

Total population 6,529,791 3,870,439 909,575 518,613 374,235 12,252 844,677

Professionals 113 11 7 9 25 0 60
Amateurs (18 and over) 15,481 1,531 926 884 980 59 11,101
Youth (under 18) 21,548 2,322 2,156 5,163 2,346 175 9,386
Futsal 1,112 166 10 60 406 7 464
Beach Soccer 33 10 2 3 1 0 14

Company or army teams, schools
and universities, street football
occasional players,

additional estimate

104,928 29,131 9,050 25,978 14,199
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121,337 52,006 34,149 11,010 9,819 143 14,210

Referees and assistant referees 843 263 50 172 32 3 32
administrators, coaches,
technical and medical staff

N

4,214 410 580 961 136 29 2,100

w

Clubs with at least one women's team 26 3 1 7 ; 0 1

Big Count:
Comparison 2006 — 2000 (in millions, overall totals rounded)

Big Count 2006 Big Count 2000 +/-

Male players 238.6 220.5 +
Female players 26.0 21.9 +1!

© o

=

Male players, registered 34.2 28.3 +2

S

Female players, registered 4.1 2.7 +5.

(2}

Male players, not registered 204.4 192.2 +

S

Female players, not registered 21.9 19.2 +1.

Male players, youth 18.7 15.8 +1
Female players, youth 2.9 2.2 +3.

N oo

Total players 264.6 242.4 +9
Total referees 0.84 0.72 +17
Officials 4.2 3.6 +17

I W ULy 2007

P foothall is therefore growing primarily

within existing clubs. Moreover, around
26,000 or 9% of all clubs field at least one
women’s team.

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT

As the information for Big Count
was gathered by the associations, it is
possible for analysis to be conducted not
only at national level but also according
to confederation. In recent years, the
development of football has progressed
at very di erent speeds in the various
continents. As regards actual numbers,
Asia with 85 million footballers is well
ahead of the other continents (Europe
62 million, Africa 46, North and Central
America 43, South America 28, Oceania
0.5). However, if the number of players
is calculated as a proportion of the total
population, the CONCACAF and
CONMEBOL regions lead the way, both
with an active footballing population that
makes up 7.4% of the entire population,
closely followed by UEFA with 7.3%.

ese statistics reiterate the special
importance of football in Europe and
the Americas and show that, in Asia and
Oceania in particular, there is definitely
room for further development in terms
of the number of people playing the
game.

e confederations that show
the highest growth rates are UEFA,
CONMEBOL and CAF. In each of these
three regions, the number of active players

DPR Korea’s women players have earned a
breakthrough into the elite.

has grown by more than 10% since 2000,
with women’s football (which, in Africa
in particular, had been in very much
a fledgling state back then) recording
especially positive development.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD?
e 2006 Big Count clearly underlines
the ongoing growth in the popularity
of football worldwide. e increasing
interest in the game, particularly among
women and at youth level, bears witness
to the hard work undertaken by FIFA
and its 207 member associations of
late.  is development work already
appears to have borne fruit but the
potential is far from being exploited to
the full. By staging the first FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup in New Zealand
next year, FIFA is taking another step to
take the game to the world. e game’s
development in Africa is a further reason
for excitement, but can football on the
African continent hit new heights thanks
to the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ in South
Africa? All will be revealed in the next
Big Count. H

Note from the editor: the August issue of
FIFA magazine will contain comprehensive
derails of the Big Count including
information from all of FIFAs member
associations.

PHOTOS: FOTO-NET (2), IMAGO (2)

TOTAL YOUTH (in 1000s)

1

US Soccer Federation (USA)

2 Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER)
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Confederacao Brasileira de Futebol (BRA)
South African Football Association (RSA)
Fédération Francaise de Football (FRA)
The Football Association (ENG)

The Canadian Soccer Association (CAN)
Football Federation of Ukraine (UKR)
Japan Football Association (JPN)
Federazione Italiana Giuoco Calcio (ITA)

MALE YOUTH (in 1000s)

1
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US Soccer Federation (USA)

Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER)
Confederacao Brasileira de Futebol (BRA)
South African Football Association (RSA)
Fédération Francaise de Football (FRA)

The Football Association (ENG)

Football Federation of Ukraine (UKR)

Japan Football Association (JPN)
Federazione Italiana Giuoco Calcio (ITA)
Koninklijke Nederlandse Voetbalbond (NED)

FEMALE YOUTH (in 1000s)

1
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US Soccer Federation (USA)

The Canadian Soccer Association (CAN)
Deutscher Fussball-Bund (GER)

Svenska Fotbollférbundet (SWE)

Football Federation Australia Limited (AUS)
Norges Fotballforbund (NOR)

The Football Association (ENG)

Koninklijke Nederlandse Voetbalbond (NED)
Dansk Boldspil-Union (DEN)

Fédération Francaise de Football (FRA)
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3,907
2,082
1,347
1,300
1,034
820
716
659
629
557

2,344
1,845
1,345
1,300
1,006
750
658
604
554
467

1,563
407
237
107

84
83
70
43
42
28
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“I'm not finished
any means™

P

Patrick Vieira (31) has been one of

the world’s best midfielders for many
years. After winning a host of titles with
Arsenal and France, he is now enjoying
ccess in Italy with Inter Milan.

¥

%

BY ANDREAS WERZ

France’s midfield powerhouse Patrick Vieira is both captain ...

I NS JuLy 2007

FIFA magazine: Inter Milan

are the 2007 Italian league
champions. What does that mean
to you?

Patrick Vieira: It’s always nice to
win a trophy [laughs]. Winning the title
was of tremendous importance to the club
and its fans because Inter last won the
championship in 1989, almost 20 years
ago. I'm proud to have played my part in
such an historic triumph.

But Inter also won the
championship last year ...

Vieira: ... yes, but not on purely
sporting grounds [Juventus were stripped
of the title due to the Calciopoli or
“Calciogate” match-fixing scandal and it
was subsequently awarded to Inter, who
had originally finished third in the table].

at title was worthless; nobody could get
really excited about that.

You were at Juventus when
Calciopoli first came to light. How
much of a toll did the scandal
take on the players?

Vieira: Last year was not easy for
us players. We only found out about
the scandal through the media and had
nothing to do with Calciapoli personally.
What happened was sad and frustrating,
with new stories appearing in the papers
every day. | hope | never have to go
through something like that again.

This season Inter won their 15
championship by a huge margin.
How come you were so dominant?

Vieira: Because our team spirit was
just brilliant. 1 already knew before the
season started that the 22 or 23 players
in the squad and our coach, Roberto
Mancini, were top quality. e harmony
within the team was a decisive factor in
our outstanding performances and the
many games we won. Also, long-serving
Inter players like Javier Zanetti and Ivan
Ramiro Cordoba were magnificent. ey
had the group continually under control;
we were a unit and that was decisive.

But you are not saying that Inter
players go out for a beer after
training and matches like amateur
teams usually do?

... and occasionally
goalscorer.

Vieira: No, of course not [laughs]. It’s
enough for me to see my team-mates at
the training ground, on our many away
trips and at matches. Players travel a lot
and are often away from their families.

at’s why | spend every spare moment
I have with my family.

Like many top clubs, Inter’s squad
has been multi-national for some
time now. Which language is
usually spoken?

Vieira: Definitely Italian, and rightly
so. It is essential for us foreigners to be able
to communicate in that language, it’s a
question of decency and respect. We live

in Italy, we play for an Italian club, so we
must learn Italian.

What does winning the league
title mean to you personally?
Vieira: | prefer not to compare this
triumph to the others because every title
win has its own story. | only know that |
still want to win many more trophies.

And as for the 2007-2008
season ...

Vieira: ... first of all we want to
defend our title. I am convinced that
we will achieve that goal and that Inter
Milan will dominate Italian football over

“Inter Milan will

dominate Italian football

from now on.”
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INTERVIEW

P the next two to four years. No team has

the same level of quality in their ranks
as us.

Neither Inter nor you have won
the UEFA Champions League.

Vieira: Itwould of course be a dream
come true to win those two trophies
next season. | have won the European
Championship and the World Cup, but
the Champions League is missing from my
collection and is a competition | definitely
want to win.

Juventus were relegated in the
wake of Calciopoli. Whereas stars
such as Gianluigi Buffon, Pavel
Nedved and David Trezeguet
remained loyal to their club,
other players, such as you, were
not prepared to spend a year in
Serie B. Why did you decide to
leave Juventus?

Vieira: On purely sporting grounds.
| have played at the absolute top level for
many years now and have also been regularly
involved in the Champions League and |

Vieira and success go hand in hand. The Frenchman
has also tasted glory with Inter Milan.
PHOTOS: AFP

didn't want to give that up. When it was
decided that Juventus would be relegated
to Serie B, 1 was in no doubt that | wanted
to move and | made the right decision:
Inter may have been knocked out of the
Champions League at an early stage, but we
still won the Italian championship.

Last year you not only changed
clubs, but were also a losing
finalist at the World Cup.

Vieira: To begin with, we were all
disappointed to have lost to Italy so
narrowly in the final in Berlin. But now
I am proud of what France achieved at
the World Cup in Germany.

France national coach Raymond
Domenech said in an interview
with FIFA magazine last year that
the main factor in the defeat in the
World Cup final was not Zinedine
Zidane’s sending-off, but your
enforced substitution due to injury.
Vieira: Yes, | know. Perhaps | bear
part of the responsibility for our defeat in
the final. | left the field too early. At the

“In Italy, training is
harder than in England.*

I RS ULy 2007

beginning of the second half of ordinary
time, | had a muscular problem in both
legs, perhaps because | was over-tired, but
also maybe because I was frustrated and
stressed and had played a lot of games in
the run-up to the World Cup. Just before
| was substituted in Berlin, | felt that our
team was getting stronger by the minute
and that we had Italy in our grasp and
could beat them.

You will have another chance to
win a title with France next year.

Vieira: | am convinced that we
will have a decisive part to play in the
European Championship in Switzerland
and Austria. France are a great team again
and the future looks rosy, as we have a lot
of young, talented and hungry footballers.
France is one of the four or five best teams
in the world. | am happy and proud to
captain that team.

You were also the captain of
Arsenal, where you played for
nine years. That’s a long time by
today’s standards.

Vieira: Yes, | know. Until the year
before last, | saw no reason to leave
Arsenal. | was very happy in London on
both a footballing and a personal level and
had a fantastic coach in Arsene Wenger.
He took me to England as a 20-year-old
and helped me mature as both a footballer
and a man.

For many years you have been
rated one of the world’s best
midfielders and have played
both with and against many
exceptional footballers. Who has
impressed you the most?

Vieira: Two former players particularly
impressed me with their footballing
ability: Zinedine Zidane and my team-
mate at Arsenal for many years, Dennis
Bergkamp. | also particularly enjoyed
playing against Roy Keane of Manchester
United; our duels were always tough and
exciting. Keane was a fantastic captain and
agreat character. As foothallers, | also like
Steven Gerrard and Paul Scholes, who |
consider one of the world’s best players of
the past ten years.

You have played in three

of the world’s top leagues:
France, England and Italy. What
differences have you noticed?

<
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Full name: Patrick Donale Vieira
Born: 23 June 1976 in Dakar
(Senegal)

Nationality: French and Senegalese
Height: 1.92m

Weight: 82kg

Position: Midfielder

Clubs: 1984-1986: FC Trappes. 1986-
1991: FC Drouais. 1991-1993: Tours
FC. 1993-1995: AS Cannes (all France).
1995-1996: AC Milan. 1996-2005:
Arsenal 2005-2006: Juventus. Since

Honours: 1996: Italian league
champion. 1998: World Cup winner,
English league and cup winner. 2000:
European Championship winner, UEFA
Cup finalist. 2001: FIFA Confederations
Cup winner, FA Cup finalist. 2002:
Played in World Cup (group stage),
English league and cup winner. 2004:
English league champion. 2005: FA Cup
winner. 2006: World Cup finalist, Italian
super cup winner. 2007: Italian league
champion. 101 caps and six goals for

July 2006: Inter Milan.

Vieira: ey are all very competitive
leagues, the main difference is in the
passion for the game. e fans in Italy are
perhaps the most passionate: they either
love you or hate you. One day you're the
hero, the next you're a flop. In England
on the other hand, the support is never-
ending. When the fans love a team, they
put their whole heart into it. Even after
defeats they applaud you and cheer you on.
As for France, the south of the country is
like Italy and the north is like England.

How do England and Italy differ
football-wise?

Vieira: In ltaly, training is harder
and you have to run a lot more than in
England, for instance. | was very happy in
the English Premier League and now | feel
at home in Italian football. I like it here; |
would like to continue playing football for
many more years and win as many titles as
possible. I'm 31 now and I'm not finished
by any means. My career has to end one
day, but hopefully that time is still a long
way 0 . | have already decided that I will
continue to be involved in football after
my playing days are over.

In what role?
Vieira: For some time now I've been
involved in a social project in the city of

France. As at 2 May 2007

Saly in Senegal called Diambars, together
with former football stars Bernard Lama
and Jimmy Adjovi-Boco. Thanks to
Diambars, children and teenagers are
helped to develop as footballers and above
all, as human beings. | am delighted that
FIFA wants to provide financial support
for our school. After my football career,
I would like to branch out from football
into development work in Africa in general
and particularly in Senegal, the land of
my birth.

You moved to France with your
family when you were eight.
Do you consider yourself to

be Senegalese or French these
days?

Vieira: | grew up in France, | was
educated there and |1 am proud to play
for the French national team, but my
origins, culture and attitude to life are
African.

So was the opening match of
the 2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/
Japan™ really special for you?
Vieira: Yes, it was. It was a shock when
France lost 1-0 to World Cup debutants
Senegal, but maybe it was meant to be.
In any case, my family weren't rooting for
France in that match ... l
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FIFA CRISTIANO RONALDO -
“We never expected him
to be quite this good.
O He does things I've never 38

seen from any other
player.”

Sir Bobby Charlton

From zero A - i
to hero R ) . AL

As a young schoolboy, Cristiano Ronaldo wa
known for shedding tears when things were ”

badly on the football field, but nowadays, although ! .- -

the Portuguese international remains prone tc _

occasionally sobbing, he is much more likely - — , | ;
reduce his opponents to tears. | . v

BY ROB STEWART

anchester United’s stellar

midfielder has been

tormenting rivals across
Europe since leaving the 2006 FIFA
World Cup™ in tears following a semi-
final defeat by France in Munich when
his emotional departure struck a chord
with those who had seen the youngster’s
potential on the island of Madeira.
Once, when Ronaldo’s local youth side
Andorinha were losing 2-0 at half-time
against supposedly superior Camacha
— some 13 years ago — he cried at half-
time but then composed himself enough
to inspire a 3-2 victory.

“Even then, he didn't like to lose,”
says Ronaldo’s former teacher Maria dos
Santos. “His will is to win. He’s pure
spirit. He always used to cry when he
lost.” Yet it was English hearts that were
broken at last summers FIFA World
Cup™ in Germany when Ronaldo struck
the decisive blow in a penalty shoot-out
that sent David Beckham home in tears.
Upon his return to England, Ronaldo
was subjected to vicious vilification after
being accused of getting Wayne Rooney
sent o following the striker’s stamp on
Ricardo Carvalho and provoking outrage
by winking as his United team-mate
walked o0 in shame.

JULY 2007

Ronaldo vehemently denied any
wrongdoing and with the help of United
manager Sir Alex Ferguson — who had
seen Beckham be turned into a scapegc')g?'t
following England’s exit at France ‘98
— and his Portuguese assistant Carlos
Queiroz, Ronaldo shrugged o theﬁia
storm and has gone on to win hearts and
minds across the country. He has done
so thanks to an intoxicating cocktail of
searing pace —said by one observer to rival
an NFL running back — and a dazzling
array of skills with either foot, most
notably his trademark stepovers which
Madeirans call O Bailinho Madeireinse,
the name of a traditional dance.

”THE BEST IN THE WORLD””

To underline his ascent from zero to
hero, the 22-year-old recently became the
first player since Andy Gray in 1977 to
win the coveted Professional Footballers’
Association player and young player of
the year accolades and he was hailed “the
best in the world” by Rooney. “He’s been
fantastic, and he’s getting better all the
time,” said Ferguson. “Cristiano at 22
has definitely got to the level of the best
player in the world.  ereafter it will be
up to the people and coaches around the

world to decide if he is as good as Diego P>

law
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Cristiano Ronaldo (left) is often on the ball even in plain clothes and he also enjoys campaigning for humanitarian

causes.

“l used to think
he was just a
circus act, but
he’s the most
outstanding
player in Europe
at the moment.”

Franz Beckenbauer

P Maradona or Pele, but that has got to be

the challenge for him now.  at has to
be his goal.”

Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos Aveiro
was born in Madeira as the youngest
of four children and was named after
another famous right-winger, the former
US President Ronald Reagan who had
been his father’s favourite actor. He
grew up in the humble district of Santo
Antonio and began playing football
when he was three on the patio of
a ramshackle childhood home on a
hillside overlooking Funchal and the
Atlantic Ocean. His childhood home is
now deserted and derelict.
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CRISTIANO RONALDO

Ronaldo, who developed a skill for
keeping tin cans in the air with his feet,
started primary school at the age of six
and his love of football quickly became
apparent to sta at the Escola Sao Joao.
“He was well-behaved, fun and a good
friend to his classmates,” says Maria dos
Santos. “He took part in other activities,
learnt songs and did his work, but he
liked to have time for himself, time for
football. If there wasn't a real ball around,
and there often wasn't, he would make
one out of socks.”

His godfather Fernao Sousa recalls that,
“All he wanted to do as a boy was play
football. He loved the game so much he'd
miss meals or escape out of his bedroom
window with a ball when he was supposed
to be doing his homework.”

Ronaldo’s first amateur club from the
age of eight was his local team Andorinha,
where his late father, Jose Dinis — who
died two years ago — was the kit man. He
quickly joined Nacional, one of Madeira’s
two professional clubs, for two sets of kit,
but by the age of ten he was on the move
again, this time to join Sporting Lisbon’s
academy, the Alcochete, after GBP 1,500
changed hands. Ronaldo did not have
an easy ride in Lisbon and his mother

had to be flown in to help him settle. He
was teased at the Escola Barreiros because
of his accent and he once threw a chair
at a teacher for a perceived insult to his
Madeiran roots.

”FORGET ANYONE ELSE”

“When he first left home for Lisbon,
he was very homesick,” remembers Sousa.
“ e other boys used to take the mickey
out of his accent and a couple of times
he came home and didn't want to go
back. But I told him his future lay away
from the island and he had to go back.”
He eventually got into his elegant stride
and at the age of 16, he became the first
Sporting player to feature for the under-
16s, the under-17s, the under-18s, the
B team and the first team in the same
season.

Ferguson, who had been alerted to
Ronaldo when he was 15, resolved to
secure his services following a friendly
between Sporting and United at the
inauguration of the Jose Alvalade Stadium
in August 2003. “John O’Shea, who was
marking him, needed an oxygen mask,”
said United defender Rio Ferdinand. “At
half-time me, Paul Scholes and Nicky
Butt were saying forget anyone else, we

But the Portuguese’s favourite role is that of sublime dribbler.

must get this kid. We were left sitting
on the coach for ages and everyone was
having a laugh saying the ga er was
upstairs doing the deal for Ronaldo. As it
happened he was. A week later he joined
for £12.24 million.”

Hinting at personal insecurity, Ronaldo
had to be persuaded to take the club’s

number 7 shirt, which has attained iconic
status at Old Tra ord as the number that
adorned the shirts of George Best, Bryan
Robson, Eric Cantona and latterly David
Beckham. Ronaldo was worried about
failing to live up to expectations.

He need not have been so apprehensive
because he is now threatening to eclipse

“He has

fantastic ability.

them all, although he has certainly
had his fair share of ups and downs in
England. After an impressive debut as
a substitute in a 4-1 win over Bolton
Wanderers, his first season culminated
in Ronaldo scoring the first goal in a 3-0
FA Cup final victory over Millwall and
being named the club’s player of the year.

>
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P Deep disappointment soon followed for
Ronaldo, though, when Portugal lost
1-0 to Greece in the EURO 2004 final
and he took a long time to overcome
an emotional summer the following
season.

Tragedy struck again for Ronaldo the
following year when his father, Jose Dinis,
a former council gardener, died from
kidney problems just before Portugal’s
World Cup qualifying match against
Russia in October 2005. Courageously,
Ronaldo still played for his country in
Moscow. “Obviously the death of my
father influenced everything,” he said.
“l knew the pain would pass and that
the most important thing was for me to
continue with my work.”

Ronaldo’s 52-year-old mother Dolores
Aveiro, who used to make ends meet as
a cook and a cleaner, said: “Dinis drank
himself into an early grave, which left
Cristiano devastated. Time and time
again Cristiano o ered to pay to get him
treatment but Dinis kept on drinking.
What has happened to our family explains
why Cristiano doesn't have any vices. He
doesn't smoke and he doesn't drink. His
nly addiction is football.”

“He is almost
unstoppable.”

Paul Stalteri (Tottenham Hotspur)

THE NEW GEORGE BEST

Ronaldo, who signed a new £120,000-
per-week five-year contract with United
in April, a deal that made him the best
paid player in the club’s history, is said to
make sure his relatives want for nothing
and the family home is now a mansion
in the well-heeled Madeira suburb of
Livramento. While his mother regularly
flies between Madeira and Ronaldo’s
Cheshire mansion, one sister, Katia,
works as a singer known as Ronalda while
the other, Elma, owns a trendy boutique

“Opponents try their
best to avoid him. It
Is a pleasure to play
alongside Cristiano
Ronaldo.”

..-.’: Patrice Evra (Manchester United)

Cristiano Ronaldo with his sister
Ronalda (left) and their mother Dolores.
PHOTOS: IMAGO (3)/AFP (2)/FOTO-NET

in Funchal called CR7. Brother Hugo
works as Ronaldo’s aide.

A charitable soul, Ronaldo also flew to
Indonesia two years ago to visit the areas
a ected by the tsunami, and he raised
GBP 66,000 by auctioning his personal
sports gear in Jakarta.

On the field, though, Ronaldo has
been no stranger to controversy. He had
a training ground bust-up with Ruud
van Nistelrooy and he has on occasions
been unable to keep his temper in check,
which has led to disciplinary measures.
He has also often been accused of
simulation. However, any negatives
pale into insignificance compared to the
positive impact he has had on English
football recently, most notably when
spearheading a 7-1 defeat of Roma in
the Champions League.

“If he starts o with the ball at his feet,
you can't catch him,” said Roma defender
Christian Panucci. “It’s like he’s Valentino
Rossi  [seven-time world motorcycle
champion]. If you gave me an engine,
maybe | could keep up with him.” Sir
Bobby Charlton, a United director who
won the European Cup with the club in
1968 and the 1966 FIFA World Cup™
with England, insists that “Ronaldo could
go on to become the greatest Manchester
United player of all time. He does things
I've never seen from any other player.
Ronaldo potentially could be sensational
for the next ten years. He’s got the build,
the ability, pace and invention and
the desire. And he’s learning quickly.
He’s a great player and potentially a
phenomenally great player.”

Fittingly, the finest accolade was
delivered by United legend George Best
before his death in November 2005.
“ ere have been a few players described
as ‘the new George Best’ over the years,”
said Best, “but this is the first time it has
been a compliment to me.” W
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Full name: Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos
Aveiro

Born: 5 February 1985 in Funchal (Madeira,
Portugal)

Nationality: Portuguese

Position: midfielder/striker

Height: 1.84m

Weight: 78kg

Clubs: August 2001-August 2003: Sporting
Lisbon. Since 12 August 2003: Manchester
United. Signed new five-year contract in April
2007.

Honours: English Premier League winner
2007, FA Cup winner 2004. EURO finalist 2004,
FA Cup runner-up 2005. English League Cup
winner 2006. 2006 FIFA World Cup™ semi-
finalist. FIFPro Special Young Player of the
Year in 2005. English Professional Footballers’
Association Young Player of the Year 2007,
PFA Player of the Year 2007, PFA Fans’ Player
of the Year (Premiership) 2007. 36 caps for
Portugal (12 goals).

Miscellaneous: His childhood hero was Diego
Maradona but he was nicknamed “Kluivert”
after Dutch striker Patrick Kluivert. Nowadays his
nicknames include “Ronnie”, ““Ron”, “Rocket
Ronaldo™ and “CR7”. His hobbies include going
for walks, going to the cinema, listening to
music, especially dance music, and sometimes
just relaxing alone. His favourite meal is bacalhau
a braz (Portuguese cod with potatoes and
scrambled eggs) and his favourite drink is a
regional fruit drink called Santal.

As at 7 May 2007
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Welcome to the
new FIFA.com!

Launched on 1 June 2007, the new FIFA.com has taken football to
a new level on the internet. Fans all over the world can not only
enjoy an abundance of content on the new site, but they now also
have the opportunity to interact with each other about the world’s
favourite topic of conversation, “The Beautiful Game”.

BY CHARLES-HENRY CONTAMINE

ollowing a resounding success

with 4.2 billion page views on the

0 cial website of the 2006 FIFA
World Cup Germany™ during the month
of the final competition — a world record
for asporting website — FIFA's New Media
department did not rest on its laurels and
began work on the new version of FIFA.
com in September 2006.

e new FIFA.com has merged the
content of FIFAs previous websites
(FIFA.com and FIFAworldcup.com)
while adding an outstanding array of new
content. As well as the very latest news,
in-depth features, interviews, statistics,
fixtures and results, the new site 0 ersan

unparalleled free video service and a huge
interactive community space.

Available in the four o cial FIFA
languages (English, French, German
and Spanish) as well as a “host language”
depending on the competition (for example
Korean for this year’s FIFA U-17 World
Cup and simplified Chinese for the FIFA
Women’s World Cup), the new FIFA.com
has also been developed in compliance
with the WAI (Web Accessibility Initiative)
guidelines for people with disabilities.

e site is also a unique gateway
to a vast range of FIFA activities from
ticketing and accommodation for all
FIFA events to the Media Channel, as

The FIFA.com team with FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter.
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well as to information on the various
local organising committees for their
respective competitions.

Last but not least, FIFA’s commercial
a liates (Partners, World Cup Sponsors,
National Supporters) have been carefully
integrated into the new site through
bespoke programmes, the sponsorship
of sections, consumer promotions and
advertisements.

Developed, designed and produced by
football fans for football fans, the new
FIFA.com has been produced by the
FIFA New Media department with the
support of Delta Tre, the leading sports
technology company in Europe. B

PHOTO: FOTO-NET

Main features of the new FIFA.com:

TIFReom
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Rocket, cannon, horse
and teddy bear

For more than a decade, Pavel Nedved has widely been recognised
as one of the best players in the world and one of the most loyal,
too, as he proved by remaining with Juventus following their
enforced relegation last year. Now, Juventus and Nedved are back,
and the Czech midfielder is dreaming about winning the UEFA

L s Champions League in the not too distant future.

BY FRANK DUNNE

Pavel Nedved has been
consistently top class for
over ten years.

PHOTOS: AFP

hen a man has lots of

nicknames, it suggests

that people do not quite
know how to pin him down. Juventus
midfielder Pavel Nedved is known
variously as “the rocket”, “the Czech
cannon”, “the running man”, “the horse”,
“the teddy bear” and by the brand name
of a long-lasting battery. e myriad
epithets reflect the many strengths of
the 34-year-old Czech, who has been
one of the world’s best players for over
10 years.

Few players can shoot so powerfully
with both feet. Coaches teach their
defenders to show the attacker on to
his weaker foot but against Nedved that
advice is worthless because he does not
have one. Fewer players still can match
his phenomenal work rate and tireless
running.

To those qualities can be added close
control, vision and a fierce will to win,
all of which have helped him to stock his
trophy cabinet with league championship
medals at three di erent clubs and a
European Player of the Year award.

After a season in Italy’s second division,
Serie B, another attribute must be added
to the list: loyalty. In the wake of the
match-fixing scandal for which Juventus
were relegated and handed a nine-

point penalty, Juventus players Fabio
Cannavaro, Gianluca Zambrotta and
Lilian  uram were easily seduced by the
attractions of Spanish football. Nedved
remained faithful to the OId Lady of
Turin.

IMMEASURABLE QUALITY

e player was not short of o ers,
with Manchester United, Chelsea and
Monaco all making advances. As Nedved
explained last summer: “I was contacted
by Chelsea and | would have earned a lot
of money but something didn't convince
me. | have another year to run on my
contract and | will honour it.”

Nedved’s reasons for staying were a
mixture of football, family and a sense
of duty to the Agnelli family, who own
Juventus. “Monaco is a wonderful place
to live but | would not have found the
same motivation in the French league.
And why uproot my family for the sake
of one or two seasons? | have to help
Juventus. | feel a debt to the Agnelli
family, who have always taken care of
me.”

Nedved’s presence this season was one
of the biggest factors in Juventus bouncing
straight back up to Serie A, as his coach,
Didier Deschamps, was quick to point
out: “His quality as a player and what he

adds to this team are immeasurable. He
gives us not only a tactical advantage but
a psychological one as well. It'sadi erent
team when he’s on the field.”

SADNESS AND JOY

Nedved was born in August 1972 in
the village of Skalna, outside the town
of Cheb, near Prague. His parents,
Vaclav and Ana, wanted him to become
an accountant but the football bug had
already bitten hard in the years Nedved
played junior football for Skalna and
Cheb.

At 19, he made his debut for Dukla
Prague and the following season was
recruited by rivals Sparta, where he won
three consecutive league titles between
1993 and 1995. After impressing in
the Czech Republic’s run to the final of
EURO 96, Nedved was signed by Lazio,
where he spent five successful years. In
2001, Juventus paid him the ultimate
compliment by choosing him to replace
Real Madrid-bound French genius
Zinedine Zidane, paying Lazio EUR 40
million.

In his career, Nedved has experienced
the full range of emotions, from ecstasy
to despair. In 2003, he powered Juventus
to the final of the UEFA Champions

League against AC Milan, only to be W
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suspended for the match after picking
up a yellow card against Real Madrid
in the semi-final. Upon the final whistle
against Real he fell to his knees in tears.
His consolation that year was becoming
the first Czech since Josef Masopust in
1962 to win the European Player of the
Year award.

A semi-final the following year, at
EURO 2004, brought further bad luck
when Nedved damaged his knee against
Greece, an injury which prompted
him to announce his retirement from
international football. Once again he
bounced back. His appetite for the
game got the better of him and he
came out of retirement to captain the
Czechs to play-o victory over Norway
in November 2005, guaranteeing the
Czech Republic a place in the 2006
FIFA World Cup™ in Germany. At the
final whistle in the second leg of that
play-o , Nedved again fell to his knees,
this time overcome with joy.

e euphoria turned to frustration
when Karel Bruckner’s side did not
progress past a strong group containing
Italy, Ghana and the USA. Nedved
gave everything in the decisive match
against Italy but could not find a way
past goalkeeper Gianluigi Bu on, his
Juventus team-mate. Glenn Moore wrote
in British newspaper 7he Independent. “All

EENC{0N ULy 2007

PAVEL NEDVED

Born: 30 August 1972 in Cheb (Czech
Republic)

Nationality: Czech

Position: Midfielder

Career as a player: 1991-1992:
Dukla Prague (Czechoslovakia). 1992-
1996: Sparta Prague (Czech Republic).
1996-2001: Lazio (ltaly). Since 2001:
Juventus (Italy).

Honours as a player: Czech league
champion (1993, 1994, 1995). Czech
cup winner (1996). Italian league
champion (2000, 2002, 2003). Italian
cup winner (1998, 2000). Italian

the Czechs’ threat came from Nedved,
who played like a man possessed. If he
was the player the Czechs looked to for
inspiration, he was also the man lItaly
worried about. Nedved etched his quality
on the game. If it is to be his farewell, it
was a noble one.”

“l GET FRUSTRATED”

Nedved’s farewell from international
football arrived six weeks later, following
a 3-1 defeat in a friendly match against
Serbia. He had amassed 91 caps, scoring
18 goals. Such highs and lows are the
stu of foothall. Few footballers,
however, have had to come to terms
with winning consecutive league
championships, only to see the titles
stripped from their club. Juventus won
the Scuderto in 2005 and 2006 but after
the Calciopoli scandal the 2006 title was
awarded to Inter, with the 2005 title
not being assigned at all.

Nedved was bitter, arguing that
Juventus was the only club punished
with relegation for what were widespread
practices in Italian football. He had mixed
feelings about those team-mates who did
not stay to help the club. “I respect the
choice of the players who went elsewhere.
Everybody is free to think how they want.
As for Zlatan Ibrahimovic, it hurts me to
see him play in another shirt which has

super cup winner (1998, 2000,
2002, 2003). UEFA Cup Winners’
Cup winner (1999). UEFA Super Cup
winner (1999). European Player of the
Year (2003). 91 caps for the Czech
Republic, 18 goals.
Miscellaneous: Nedved is a family
man. At 21, he married his childhood
sweetheart, Ivana. The couple have
a daughter, Ivana, and a son, Pavel.
Nedved says: “For me there is only
football and my family. | don’t need
anything else.”

As at 5 May 2007

the Scudetto sewn on it.” Ibrahimovic
had left Juventus for newly crowned
“champions” Inter.

At the time of going to press, Juventus
looked set to win Serie B by a wide
margin. But it had been a long, tough
season. “I get frustrated,” Nedved said,
“because in Serie B it's a game of kicking,
not of football. It was hard to get used
to. We no longer have the Juventus of
last year, which was, in my opinion, the
strongest team in Europe.”

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE DREAMS

Looking ahead to the first season back
in Serie A, Nedved says that it is vital for
the club to be clear about its objectives.
“If we're fighting for fourth place, we can
approach the transfer market in one way.
But if we want to win the title, then we
have to strengthen the team a hell of a lot.
A great, great team was dismantled here
and it won't be easy to rebuild.”

Nedved’s plans to set up a football
academy in the Czech Republic upon
retirement might have to wait. His
unfulfilled ambition to lift what he calls
“the cup with the big ears” — the UEFA
Champions League trophy — might
yet see the pocket dynamo playing for
Juventus beyond 2008, and no doubt
earning a few more nicknames along the
way.

FIFA 020 USHUAIA o

< = Football on the
e of the world

Ushuaia is the
southernmost city in

the world. It may never
have produced a famous
footballer and none of its
clubs may have ever played
in the top division, but

this Argentinian city has

a tremendous passion for
football.

BY PABLO ARO GERALDES

shuaia, the world’s most

southerly city, is located

almost 1,900 miles away
from the Argentinian capital Buenos
Aires. Given that it is only another 600
miles to the Antarctic, it is not hard to
imagine how harsh the winter must be
and the courage it takes for the men and
women who make up the city’s 70,000
population to withstand it.

What is more di cult to imagine is
football being played on the banks of the
Beagle Channel, where temperatures can
reach as low as minus 20°C. Football is
indeed played in Ushuaia, however, and
it arouses the same passion as in the rest
of Argentina. In summer in the southern
hemisphere, the sun rises in the city at
4am and does not set until after 11pm.
With days this long and temperatures of
up to 18°C, football provides the perfect
excuse to spend some time with friends.

>
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Everyone wants to play, but there is
just one problem: despite the many futsal
pitches in Ushuaia (of both o cial and
uno cial size) that are hired out by the
hour, they are in constant use and it is
virtually impossible to find a free time to
play. While outdoor pitches are occupied
from dusk till dawn, the indoor ones are
used virtually round the clock. “According
to a survey carried out a few months
ago, there are more than 350 teams,”
says Mayor Jorge Garramuno. “If we
multiply this number by eleven and add
the veterans, women and schoolchildren
who play week in, week out, it can be
concluded that ten per cent of the
population of Ushuaia play football.”

e Ushuaia football association is
planning to a liate its league to the
Argentinian football association (AFA)
and the possibility of playing at the
di erent levels of the national football
structure is bound to increase people’s
enthusiasm for the game in Ushuaia
even further. In summer, the city’s streets
become a genuine melting pot: cruise
ships circling Cape Horn bring thousands
of visitors from countries as disparate as
Australia, France, Germany, Israel, Japan
and the USA, who mix with a local
population whose surnames reveal them
to be mainly of Balkan, Basque, German

dmara de Tarismo dells

&

Handshake before a veterans’ match at the end of the world - at a

and Italian extraction. Away from the
action on the local pitches, the bars also
bear witness to the passion the game
excites and on Saturdays, English visitors
are able to follow the Premier League at
one of the city’s traditional pubs. en
in midweek, the bars’ television screens
are surrounded by viewers of the UEFA
Champions League who comment on
the games with the same authority as
anywhere in Europe. e match that truly
brings the city to a standstill, however,
is the Argentinian Superclasico (“super
derby”) between Boca Juniors and River
Plate.

NO FEAR OF CANCELLATION

What little grass grows on the tip of
South America does not last very long
and all the pitches basically consist of a
rectangle of earth, stonesand mud—except
for one. Since last year, the Polideportivo
Municipal stadium has been covered with
an immaculate green surface. “Stones
are now a thing of the past. Since the
artificial pitch was laid, it has been in
permanent use,” says Garramuno, who
is a passionate football fan. Proud of his
city’s unique surroundings, the mayor of
Ushuaia explains that, “Outsiders might
think that the pitch is only used ‘weather
permitting’, but that’s actually not the

temperature of 3°C below zero in spring.
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case. If we depended on the weather, we'd
never be able to play: the local people’s
passion for football defies the wind, rain
and snow.”

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

Located against theimpressive backdrop
of the foothills of the Andes, the stadium
can hold up to three thousand fans and
thanks to the artificial turf, the ball keeps
rolling whether there are people in the
stands or not. Before arriving at this
solution, the Ushuaia local authorities
explored every possible means of growing
grass. “We brought in the Boca Juniors
groundsman, who is responsible for
maintaining one of the best pitches in
the country. He calculated the amount of
seeds, watering and drainage that would
be required and came to the conclusion
that the pitch could be used for three
matches a week,” says Garramuno. e
advantages of artificial turf are obvious
and much appreciated. “ e areas
around the goals are the ones that su er
the most wear and tear. When the time
comes to replace them, you can cut out
the damaged area and lay a new piece
of turf in a couple of hours,” explains

Garramuno. Football never stops.
e new pitch has already hosted two
highlyemotional occasionsforverydi erent

reasons. e first was its inauguration,
which saw the Argentinian U-20 team,
who are the reigning world champions
at their level, play a team of local players.
Coach Francisco Ferraro praised the pitch
and even compared it to those used at
the FIFA U-17 World Championship in
Finland. With the ground’s only stand
packed to the rafters, an Argentina U-20
side boasting several members of the squad
who will be at the FIFA U-20 World Cup
in Canada won 3-0.

e second unforgettable moment took
place on 2 April, the 25" anniversary of
the Argentinian invasion of the Falkland
Islands, which gave rise to a short but
very painful war. Ushuaia is the capital
of the Argentine province of Tierra del
Fuego, Antarctica and the South Atlantic
Islands, the latter of which include the
British Overseas Territory of the Falkland
Islands, which is the subject of a claim of
sovereignty by Argentina. As part of the
Falklands War commemorations, an “Art
from the Edge of the World Biennial”
was held, which included one very special
event: a football match devised by the
artist, Jorge Orta, between one team
wearing the front half of an Argentina
shirt and the back half of an England
and another team sporting the same shirt
but the other way round. e ball was

Sports Minister “Cocol” Comez Espinosa is hoping to erect a
monument to Diego Armando Maradona in a picturesque setting.
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USHUAIA

Located on the island of Tierra del
Fuego at a latitude of 54° 46’, Ushuaia
is the city in the world that lies the
furthest to the south. Its name is
derived from the Yamana language
and means “bay facing the sunset”.
The city’s privileged geographical
location make it a natural gateway to
the Antarctic while the Atlantic Ocean,
the Pacific Ocean and Cape Horn, the
legendary graveyard of hundreds of
ships who sought to defy its gigantic
waves, are also accessible from its
shores. Before the Panama Canal was
opened, any ship wishing to pass from
one ocean to the other had no choice
but to negotiate the cape.

Tierra del Fuego and Ushuaia in
particular have long been associated
with Antarctic exploration, both as a
port of call for obtaining fresh supplies
of coal and food and due to the
scientific and navigational assistance
provided by the Magnetic Observatory

EENCY W ULy 2007

and the “Lighthouse at the End of the
World”, the last light seen by sailors
on the South Atlantic before plunging
into the dark Antarctic nights.

Situated on the banks of the Beagle
Channel against the backdrop of
the Martial mountains, Ushuaia is a
picturesque city with unspoilt natural
surroundings and a breathtaking
landscape just a few minutes from
the small but burgeoning city centre.
With its 70,000 inhabitants, Ushuaia
has become a tourist attraction,
particularly between December and
February when dozens of international
cruise liners dock at its port. Even the
city’s sub-zero temperatures in winter
are no deterrent to visitors, who come
to roam its beautiful surroundings,
particularly the Tierra del Fuego
national park, to climb the Martial
glacier or to sail the Beagle Channel.

pag

The idyllic Polideportivo
Municipal Stadium.

Mayor Jorge
Garramuno is a great
patron of football.
PHOTOS: PABLO ARO GERALDES

passed around all 22 players, regardless
of the team they belonged to and any
goals were celebrated by both teams.
Far from being a source of controversy,
football once again provided a means of
reconciliation.

To the joy of the inhabitants of Tierra
del Fuego, the stadium is set to expand.
“Floodlighting will be installed in the next
few months,” says the mayor of Ushuaia.

is will prove vital in winter, when the
sun does not rise until 9.30am and sets
again at 3pm. e lighting will be put to
constant use during the frozen evenings.
A new stand is also due to be built, a
prospect which fills players at the world’s
most southerly stadium with no end of
enthusiasm, not just because it will enable
more spectators to watch the matches,
but also because it will also provide
shelter from the Antarctic winds that
blow in from Cape Horn, the shipping
passage immortalised in Jules Verne's 74e
Lighthouse at the End of the World and
countless other novels and stories.

WAITING FOR DIEGO

Given the intensive use of the city’s
only artificial pitch, the authorities are
now exploring the possibility of laying
another one. Carlos Bilardo, who led
Argentina to World Cup glory in 1986,
plans to open one of his football schools
in Ushuaia. At the city hall, the majority
are in favour of allocating land for the
project.

e pitch does not just benefit the
league or a handful of teams, it’s used
by the whole community,” points out
Garramuno. Football fever keeps Ushuaia
warm even in the sub-zero temperatures
of the last days of summer. Everyone,
both young and old, plays football, with
tournaments organised at neighbourhood
level and by workers' associations.

While Diego Maradona remains
hospitalised in a Buenos Aires clinic,
“Cocol” Gomez Espinosa, the city’s
most famous sporting figure, tirelessly
makes the three-day car journey between
Ushuaia and the Argentinian capital. He
travels the length of Argentina in search of
support for his project to make the world’s
southernmost city the first to erect a statue
of the footballing legend. “ e council has
already allocated a site for the monument
opposite the port and the avenue will be
named after him,” enthuses “Cocol” while
holding a scale model of the project. He
hopes that Maradona will recover soon so
that he can invite him to Ushuaia, a city
he has never visited, to unveil the statue.
At the same time, tourists and local people
will be keen to have their photo taken next
to the little monument, which is bound to
become an attraction.

Ushuaia has never produced a famous
footballer and none of its clubs has ever
competed at the highest level, but given
its inhabitants’ passion for the game,
there is no doubt that love for football
extends to the very edge of the world. B
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~“We could well
spring a surprise”™

One-time role model, now coach: Erwin Sanchez surrounded by his players.

Erwin ““Platini’> Sanchez was one of the best
Bolivian footballers of all time. The midfielder
appeared in the 1994 World Cup and played

for Benfica and Boavista in the Portuguese
league for fifteen years. Since last October,
37-year-old Sanchez has been Bolivia’s
national coach.

BY ROBERTO AGUIRRE

EENC{SE JuLy 2007

FIFA magazine: You have
accepted the position of Bolivia‘s
national coach at a difficult time,
following a period of frustration.
What are you hoping for?

Erwin Sanchez: | know it’s not easy
and that it wasn't the best moment to take
on the job. But that’s exactly when you
should be helping your country —when the
going gets tough. | intend to reverse the
misfortune that our football has su ered
in recent years.

Did you ever think when you were
a footballer that you would one
day become a coach?

Sanchez: To be honest, no, because |
was o ered the manager’s job while | was
with Boavista, so it came as a surprise. |
was recovering from a knee injury at the
time and I'm the type of person who seizes
an opportunity whenever it crops up. It
was my second serious injury and there
was very little time left on my contract
and only a few years left for me to play.
So | threw myself into the work and at
first everything went like clockwork.

en problems started popping up and
the contract was terminated in March
2004. Now this new opportunity with the
national team has turned up and | think
I can do my bit.

People are drawing their own
conclusions and don’t think
Bolivia will make it to the World
Cup. What would you like to say
to them?

Sanchez: ey can carry on thinking
that way ...(laughs). We could well spring a
surprise. To do that, we’ll have to improve
by playing as a team and working hard.
To achieve all that we need commitment
from players, coaches, o cials, journalists
and fans. Together, we’ll manage to bring
about the change we need.

How do you view South American
football in the run-up to the 2007
Copa America and the 2010
World Cup qualifiers?

Sanchez: | see itimproving, although
in Bolivia it has stagnated. Brazil are
still a fine team and so are Argentina.
It's no coincidence that Ecuador have
qualified for two consecutive World Cups.
Venezuela have come on in leaps and
bounds thanks to very solid groundwork
and that could take them to the World
Cup. Perhaps a new start will help Bolivia
recover its optimism.

Do you have the players to reverse
the poor performances of recent
years?

Sanchez: Everyone harps on about
change when they take up a new post. We
have also initiated change, but slowly and
surely. We can't talk about restructuring
just as a slogan. Six players have already
made their senior debut. We'll keep at it
gradually, but without rushing things.

e players should know that reaching
the senior team is a great honour and not
as easy as it used to be.

Do you already have a pool of
players, or are you about to form
one?

Sanchez: We haven't got a basic squad
yet. But we have players who showed they
were willing to work hard during their
first training session and didnt mind the
demands that the coaching sta put on
them. | realised that that was a good way
to start. Let’s hope that we can keep up
this approach and go about it with our
usual humility so that we can take things
forward.

How important is the Copa
America in your plans?

Sanchez: It will be an important
parameter because we'll be calling on

The ball has always been
Sanchez’ good friend.
PHOTOS: ROBERTO AGUIRRE

everyone available — not just those playing
in the national league but also those
playing abroad.  atwill help us to decide
which players will be taking part in the
World Cup qualifiers.

You were a very talented player.
What version of “Platini”” Sanchez
will we see as a coach?

Sanchez: Everyone loves an
attractive game of football. Sometimes
a talented player emerges, but what we
need to do is to establish a team identity,
something that has been lacking so far
in our foothall.  at’s our first goal — to
help Bolivian players grow in confidence
and play in the same manner away from
home as they do at home. We may be
weaker than some opponents but we'll
have to keep it in mind that we have our
own weapons and that we’re capable of
beating anyone.
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Match schedule

Group A

Venezuela
Bolivia
Uruguay
Peru

26.06. Merida
26.06. San Cristobal

27.06. Puerto Ordaz
27.06. Puerto Ordaz

28.06. Maracaibo
28.06. Maracaibo

30.06. San Cristobal
30.06. San Cristobal

01.07. Maturin
01.07. Maturin

02.07. Barinas
02.07. Maracaibo

03.07. Merida
03.07. Merida

04.07. Puerto La Cruz
04.07. Puerto La Cruz

05.07. Barquisimeto
05.07. Barquisimeto

Quarter-finals (QF)

07.07. San Cristobal
07.07. Barinas

08.07. Maturin
08.07. Barquisimeto

Semi-final (SF)
10.07. Caracas

11.07. Puerto Ordaz

Play-off for third place
14.07. Caracas

Final
15.07. Maracaibo

JULY 2007

Group B Group C
Brazil Argentina
Mexico USA

Ecuador Paraguay
Chile Colombia

Uruguay v. Peru
Venezuela v. Bolivia

Ecuador v. Chile
Brazil v. Mexico

Paraguay v. Colombia
Argentina v. USA

Bolivia v. Uruguay
Venezuela v. Peru

Brazil v. Chile
Mexico v. Ecuador

USA v. Paraguay
Argentina v. Colombia

Peru v. Bolivia
Venezuela v. Uruguay

Mexico v. Chile
Brazil v. Ecuador

Colombia v. USA
Argentina v. Paraguay

Al v. 2"third-placed team
1% third-placed team v. B2

Blv. C2
Clv. A2

Winner of QF 1 v. Winner of QF 2
Winner of QF 3 v. Winner of QF 4

Loser of SF 1 v. Loser of SF 2

Winner of SF 1 v. Loser of SF 2

» What type of football will you

develop in Bolivia?

Sanchez: I'm hoping I'll have a team
that knows exactly what it's doing on the
pitch. And one that has its own playing
style, as | said before, and considers
itself the equal of anyone. | want players
who believe in themselves. Most of our
coaches used to be forwards so we have
an appetite for goals. A match without
goals is unattractive.

You know European and, of
course, South American football
inside out. How do you rate the
game at world level?

Sanchez: | think European football
has contributed a lot but it places the
emphasis on the physical aspect of the
game. You see players there who are very
well built and who have the edge over
players with flair like the South Americans.

e Europeans have a physical advantage
over us.

What can you do about that? Can
you work on it or is it a question
of mentality?

Sanchez: We already have
professionals who are physically strong.
South Americans are more comfortable
playing attractive but slower football. But
Europeans play more directly, moving
practically straight from defence to attack
S0, in comparison, European players are
more e ective.

Bolivia won their first match
under your leadership by beating
El Salvador 5-1 in La Paz.
That inspired a surge of hope
throughout the country. What is
your message to Bolivian fans?
Sanchez: Many people were dubious
about our potential. Obviously, after that
great start, we don't think everything will
be such a walkover. Actually, we haven't
achieved anything yet. But hope has been
rekindled among the fans and that will
boost our sense of responsibility because
they will expect us keep playing at the
same level. | can't promise that, but it
will be possible to obtain results that
will allow us to dream of better things
to come. ®

FIFA

FIFA U-20 WORLD CUP 2007

The excitement mounts

From 30 June to 22

July the planet’s leading
under-20 national teams
will battle it out for the

world crown in Canada.

As always, the South
American sides are

among the favourites.

And it is already clear
that the tournament,

which is being staged in
Six cities, is going to be a

massive hit with the fans.

BY GEORG HEITZ

rturo Vidal is in no doubt.

“We're going to the World

Cup to win it,” the Chile
under-20 international  announced
recently. According to the pundits, the
Chilean squad that will compete in
Canada is one of the strongest in years.
Nevertheless, coach Jose Suntalay’s team
does not rank among the favourites,
who include holders Argentina, their
archrivals Brazil, the two representatives
of the Iberian peninsular, Spain and
Portugal, and Nigeria.
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Mexico’s Giovanni dos Santos is regarded as Ronaldinho’s successor
at Barcelona.
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FIFA U-20 World Cup

Year/Host country Winners
2005 Netherlands Argentina
2003 United Arab Emirates Brazil
2001 Argentina Argentina
1999 Nigeria Spain
1997 Malaysia Argentina
1995 Qatar Argentina
1993 Australia Brazil
1991 Portugal Portugal
1989 Saudi Arabia Portugal
1987 Chile Yugoslavia
1985 USSR Brazil
1983 Mexico Brazil
1981 Australia FR Germany
1979 Japan Argentina
1977 Tunisia USSR

JULY 2007

FIFA U-20 WORLD CUP 2007

adidas Golden Ball (best player)
Lionel Messi (Argentina)

Ismail Matar (United Arab Emirates)
Javier Saviola (Argentina)

Seydou Keita (Mali)

Nicolas Oliveira (Uruguay)

Caio (Brazil)

Adriano Silva (Brazil)

Peixe (Portugal)

Bismarck (Brazil)

Robert Prosinecki (Yugoslavia)
Paulo Silas (Brazil)

Geovani Silva (Brazil)

Romulus Gabor (Romania)

Diego Maradona (Argentina)
Vladimir Bessonov (USSR)

»  Vidal's optimism may stem from

the individual success he enjoyed last
season, when he scored six goals in the
South American qualifying competition
in Paraguay. is tally is all the more
remarkable when you consider that the
Colo Colo professional is a defensive
player who can operate both at the
back and in the holding role in central
midfield, the position he occupies in the
Chilean youth team. Next season Vidal
will ply his trade not only for another
club but also on a di erent continent,
German outfit Bayer Leverkusen having
signed him for around USD 7 million.

Yet Vidal is just one of several very
promising players. At the FIFA U-20
World Championship in the Netherlands
two years ago, Sergio Aguero (Argentina)
and Nigeria’s John Obi Mikel came to the
fore alongside the all-conquering Lionel
Messi. Both have since signed for clubs
in the world’s top two leagues, Aguero
for Atletico Madrid in Spain, Mikel for
Chelsea in England.

e tournament will again attract a
host of scouts from the leading clubs,
even though many top players are spotted
and watched at a younger age these days.

ere will certainly be plenty of talent
on show. Take Congo’s Fabrice Nguessi
Ondama, for example. e winger was a
member of the side that won the African
Youth Championship in 2007, a triumph
he crowned by ending the tournament as
its leading scorer. “I'm approaching it as
if it were nothing special,” he proclaimed,
though he was quick to admit that he
was fully aware of the high standards
of play that are expected in Canada.
Nevertheless, the young African is just
as confident as Vidal. “I believe we will
win,” he said.

MEXICO EXPECTS
Mexico are another force to be
reckoned with, the majority of the team

Chile’s Arturo Vidal intends to
wrap up a successful season
with a World Cup title.

PHOTOS: IMAGO

Match schedule

Groups

Group A Group D

Canada Poland

Chile Brazil

Congo Korea Republic
Austria USA

Group B Group E

Jordan Korea DPR

Zambia Panama

Spain Argentina

Uruguay Czech Republic
Group C Group F

Portugal Japan

New Zealand Scotland

Gambia Nigeria

Mexico Costa Rica

First phase

Date  Match Venue Teams

30.06 L Montreal Poland v. Brazil

30.06 b Montreal Korea Republic v. USA
30.06 3 Ottawa Korea DPR v. Panama
30.06 4 Ottawa Argentina v. Czech Republic
1.07 5 Toronto Canada v. Chile

1.07 6 Burnaby Jordan v. Zambia

1.07 7 Burnaby Spain v. Uruguay

1.07 8 Victoria Japan v. Scotland

1.07 9 Victoria Nigeria v. Costa Rica
2.07 10 Edmonton Congo v. Austria

2.07 fldl, Toronto Portugal v. New Zealand
2.07 12 Toronto Gambia v. Mexico

3.07 13 Montreal USA v. Poland

3.07 14 Montreal Brazil v. Korea Republic
3.07 s Ottawa Czech Republic v. Korea DPR
3.07 16 Ottawa Panama v. Argentina
4.07 17 Burnaby Uruguay v. Jordan

4.07 18 Burnaby Zambia v. Spain

4.07 19 Victoria Costa Rica v. Japan
4.07 20 Victoria Scotland v. Nigeria
5.07 21 Edmonton Austria v. Canada

5.07 22 Edmonton Chile v. Congo

5.07 23 Toronto New Zealand v. Gambia
5.07 24 Toronto Mexico v. Portugal

6.07 25 Montreal Czech Republic v. Panama

6.07
6.07
6.07
7.07
7.07
7.07
7.07
8.07
8.07
8.07
8.07

Second phase

11.07
11.07
11.07
11.07
12.07
12.07
12.07
12.07

Quarter-finals

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

37
38

14.07 45
14.07 46
15.07 47
15.07 48
Semi-finals

18.07 49
19.07 50

Ottawa
Ottawa
Montreal
Burnaby
Victoria
Victoria
Burnaby
Montreal
Edmonton
Edmonton
Toronto

Edmonton
Toronto
Burnaby
Victoria
Edmonton
Ottawa
Toronto
Montreal

Toronto
Edmonton
Montreal
Ottawa

Edmonton
Toronto

Play-off for third place

22.07
Final

22.07

51

52

Toronto

Toronto

having already won the FIFA U-17
World Championship in Peru in 2005.
Giovanni dos Santos, Carlos Vela and
Cesar Villaluz are the key players to look
out for. Dos Santos is being groomed as
the designated successor to Ronaldinho
at Barcelona. Vela, recently on loan at
Spanish second-division side Salamanca,
is aiming to make the breakthrough at
Arsenal in the very near future. And
Villaluz is already a first-team regular for

leading Mexican club Cruz Azul. “We P

U-20 WORLD CUP

© 2006 FIFA

Argentina v. Korea DPR

Brazil v. USA

Poland v. Korea Republic

Spain v. Jordan
Uruguay v. Zambia
Japan v. Nigeria

Scotland v. Costa Rica

Portugal v. Gambia

New Zealand v. Mexico

Canada v. Congo
Chile v. Austria

2Av. 2C
1Dv. 3B, E, F
1BVv.3A,C, D
1F v. 2E
1Av.3C,D,F
2B v. 2F

1Ev. 2D
1Cv.3A,B, F

W37 v. W38
W39 v. W40
W41 v. W42
W43 v. W44

W45 v. W46
W47 v. W48

L49 v. L50

W49 v. W50

“The Canadian fans are
showing how important
football is in this country”

Peter Montopoli, director of the LOC

JULY 2007 Y



FIFA

1. Swangard Stadium, Burnaby

This neat 10,000-capacity ground was built in 1969 and is
currently the home of the Vancouver Whitecaps, one of Canada’s
most famous teams. The stadium was also a venue for the FIFA
U-19 Women'’s World Championship in 2002.

2. Commonwealth Stadium, Edmonton

Built for the Commonwealth Games in 1978, the stadium has a
capacity of 59,500 and is home to the Edmonton Eskimos, the
leading gridiron side in the Canadian Football League. In 2002 the
final of the inaugural FIFA U-19 Women’s World Championship
between Canada and the USA (0-1) was staged here in front
of a sell-out crowd.

FIFA U-20 WORLD CUP 2007

3. Olympic Stadium, Montreal

This stadium was originally built to host the Summer Olympics
in 1976 and holds over 55,000 spectators. It has since been
converted into a multipurpose venue and stages most of the
city’s major sporting events. Over the years, several American
football, baseball and soccer clubs have played their home
matches here.

4. Frank Clair Stadium, Ottawa

This 26,559 all-seater arena has a FIFA-approved artificial pitch.
It was built in 1908 as part of the Ottawa Exposition Grounds.
In 1993 the stadium was renamed in honour of Frank Clair, the
famous coach and general manager of gridiron outfit the Ottawa
Rough Riders during the 1960s and 1970s.

5. National Soccer Stadium, Toronto

The 20,000 all-seater National Soccer Stadium on Exhibition Place
has been built especially for the FIFA U-20 World Cup and will
serve as the home ground of Toronto FC and Canada’s national
teams after the tournament.

6. Royal Athletic Park, Victoria

Royal Athletic Park is a multipurpose venue used primarily for
soccer and American football. The land on which the stadium
stands was originally privately owned before being bought by
the city in 1925. It is a small ground whose capacity of less
than 10,000 has been expanded to 14,500 for the FIFA U-20
World Cup.

P still have lofty goals. Since winning the
U-17 title in Peru, we have started a new
chapter and a new campaign. Slowly
but surely we will achieve our goals,”
said Mexico coach Jesus Ramirez on
qualifying for Canada 2007.

Besides the three Mexican linchpins,
a number of Brazilians also have the
potential to follow in Messi’s footsteps.

eir captain, Lucas of Gremio Porto
Alegre, was voted Player of the Year last
season by the magazine Placar. And
striker Alexandre Pato demonstrated
his class in last year’s FIFA Club World
Cup in Japan, where he was one of the

Y-V jULY 2007

driving forces behind eventual winners
Internacional.

At the time of going to press, it was still
not clear which players Argentina coach
Hugo Tocalli would have at his disposal in
Canada. Both Aguero and Messi are still
young enough to play in the under-20 side,
though it is doubtful they will be selected.

If history is anything to go by, Portugal
and Spain are likely to be Europe’s leading
contenders, especially with Spain having
won the UEFA European Under-19
Championship in 2006 without incurring
a single defeat. Two Real Madrid players
— midfielder Juan Manuel Mata and

striker Alberto Bueno — could well be
the outstanding individuals.

IMPRESSIVE TICKET SALES

Whatever happens on the pitch, we
already know one of the winners — the
local organising committee (LOC) — who
had sold more than 600,000 tickets by
the end of April. e FIFA U-20 World
Cup 2007 is thus well on the way to
becoming the biggest single-sport event
ever staged in Canada. “ e Canadian
fans are showing how important football
is in this country,” said a delighted Peter
Montopoli, the director of the LOC. H

FIFA FRANCOIS M’PELE

Francois M’Pele before a star-studded match.

The best Red Devil ever

Francois M’Pele is the best player ever

to come out of the Republic of the

Congo. Appointed director of sport at the
Congolese football association last year, the
61-year-old is now trying to help football to
get back onto its feet in his home country.

BY ANDREAS WERZ

nit¢,  Travail,  Progres”

(Unity, Labour, Progress)

is the national motto of
the Republic of the Congo. Values also
espoused by M’Pele. Yet it was mainly
talent, astuteness and pace that made him
what he once was, and still is — the best
player the central African country of 3.9
million people has ever produced.

e man who celebrates his 61%
birthday on 13 July began his impressive
career on the dusty streets of the capital,
Brazzaville. When he signed for his first
club at the age of 14, he was still playing ™
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FRANCOIS M’PELE

Ondﬁrpa anotger M’Pe -- #

In the early evening of 3 %y 007, the heat in the
Congolese razzaville was scorching. Yet cold shivers
will have run do cks of the 50,000 spectators inside

the Alphonse M t Stadium — and the hundreds
of thousands hudd their television and radio
sets at home — whe

the 65th minute of the

ned the scoring in
winning goal for the home

proved to be the
of the CAF African

m_r'm"zh

Youth Championship against Nigeria. The win was C
first international triumph since 1972, when they tﬁﬁ‘

African Nations Cup.

It also saw them qualify for the FIFA U-20 World Cup in
Canada from 30 June to 22 July, where the central Africans
have been drawn in Group A alongside C ustria and
the host nation. It is Congo’s third appearal he finals of
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a FIFA competition, having prewouj_[y taken part in the FIFA
U-16 World Championship in China in 1985 and the FIFA
U-17 World Championship in Italy in 1991.

The star of the Congo team is right-winger Fabrice Nguessi
Ondama, who plays for Pointe Noire side La Mancha and looks
set to move to a European club soon. Ondama, an admirer
of Didier Drogba, has already made his debut at senior level
and is aiming even higher. “| used to tell the older boys in
my neighbourhood that | wanted to be the best footballer
in the Congo. That remains my objective,” he says. Congo’s
under-20 coach, Frenchman Eddie Hudanski, believes Ondama
will achieve his goal. “He has the potential for a great career
because he has all the qualities required of a modern striker. He
is a quick, intelligent, two-footed and clinical forward with an
instinct for goal.” Could Ondama be the next M’Pele? awe

P barefoot. “We didn't have enough money

for boots at home,” says M’Pele, the
son of a police o cer who fathered 16
children.

M’Pele was rich in football talent,
though, talent that took him to several
clubs within his home country before he
made the switch to French first-division
outfit Ajaccio on the island of Corsica
in 1969. When he moved on four years
later, Paris St. Germain were happy to pay
a one million franc transfer fee for him,
an astronomically high sum of money at
the time.

By then, he had long since gained a
reputation as one of the top players in
the French league —and he was a national
hero at home. In 1972 the Republic
of Congo won the continent’s most
prestigious competition, the African Cup
of Nations. M’Pele was the victorious
side’s best player and scored in the 3-2 win
over Mali in the final. When the national
heroes returned home from Cameroon,
one million people are said to have
been waiting for them at the airport in
Brazzaville. e victory celebrations went
on for days. “Our win had an absolutely
amazinge ectonthe country. ewhole
of Congo was transformed into a giant
party, the people were so happy they
overflowed with joy,” explains M’Pele.

BAKERY DESTROYED

irty-five years have passed since those
crazy days. In 1982, having made 416
appearances and scored 161 goals in the
French top flight, M’Pele returned home
to the anonymity of Congolese football,
once considered the best in Africa. Today,
the senior national team languishes in
79" place in the FIFA/Coca-Cola World
Rankings.

e Red Devils have disappointed
their fans in recent years, as have
Congolese club sides in the various
continental competitions. “Between
1970 and 1980 our football did not
advance at all,” says M’Pele, who runs
a bakery in the coastal city of Pointe
Noire and has never worked as a coach.
He used to own a bakery in Brazzaville,
too, but it was destroyed in the civil war
in 1977, a loss for which he received no
compensation. “I lost 200 million at the
time,” he recalls. Two hundred million

M’Pele is admired and revered in his home
country.

CFA francs is around 300,000 euros
today.

M’Pele can be seen at the bakery every
day. But since last year, kneading dough,
applying icing, serving customers and
dealing with sta contracts are not the
only jobs he does. As director of sport at
the Congolese football association, he is
now battling the malaise in the domestic
game. When asked about the situation in
what is the country’s most popular sport
by far, the grey-haired football legend has
few positive words to say. e standard
of play in the league, which is made up
of 14 clubs from Pointe Noire and 16
from Brazzaville, is pitiful, he says. e
coaching is poor, and the fact that not
even the leading clubs are obliged to run
a youth section is appalling.

WORK, ORDER, DISCIPLINE

M’Pele wants Congolese coaches to
receive better instruction and do part
of their training with European clubs.

PHOTOS: AFP/AWE

He also aims to improve his country’s
scoutingand youth development network.
He is fully aware how di cult this will
be, especially as Congo’s footballers are
without exception amateurs and the
association and the clubs are dogged by
financial problems.

“We simply have to improve,” says
M’Pele. “Cameroon, Ghana and Cote
d’lvoire have managed to, after all. Hard
work, application, discipline and order are
essential requirements if we are to raise our
standards so that we can one day dream of
qualifying for the World Cup finals.”

e journey ahead isalong and arduous
one. Nevertheless, Congo still possess a
wealth of footballing potential, as their
under-20 side demonstrated by winning
the African Youth Championship on
home soil at the beginning of the year.

e whole of Congo celebrated this
unexpected triumph. “It reminded me of
the time when | was still playing,” says
M’Pele. And his eyes light up. B
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2010 FIFA WORLD CUP SOUTH AFRICA™

Proud men again

The stadium landscape is changing across South Africa;

the construction machinery is now moving with less than
1,000 days to go before the kick-off for the 2010 FIFA World
Cup™. The catalyst for this acceleration was triggered by
FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter.

t is now more than three years since

FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter

stood in front of an expectant crowd
at Zurich’s World Trade Center and
declared South Africa to be the hosts of
the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ finals.

Soon it will be less than 1,000 days
before the kick-o for the tournament, the
first of its kind on the African continent.
It has taken a while to get the machinery
moving but the cogs of construction are
now chugging at full steam as the stadium
landscape changes across the country and
the venues are readied for the 2010 FIFA
World Cup™.

e catalyst for this acceleration came
last year from Blatter. A throw-away line
about his concern at the absence of the
noise of “picks and shovels” emanating
from South Africa quickly caught local
attention and brought a finite focus
to the hosting task. Whether it was a
calculated quote or not, it had a profound
e ect on galvanising the large task ahead
and now the cacophony of sound from
construction sites around the country is
resonating loudly.

From a second-floor window at the
new SAFA House, built by FIFA as
headquarters for the South African
Football Association, there is a clear
view over the work at Soccer City. It is a
veritable dust bowl as sand swirls through
the air in the wake of giant trucks, cranes
and front-end loaders pounding at the
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rich red earth. Even through the closed
windows, the repetitive thud of jack
hammers sounds hypnotically like a hip-
hop hit.

e cavernous venue will host both
the opening game and the final of
the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ and is
designed to be finished by October
2009. Its capacity will increase from
some 76,000 to just under 100,000,
making it among the biggest in the
world. Danny Jordaan, Chief Executive
O cer of the South Africa 2010 World
Cup Local Organising Committee, rests
on the window sill and enthusiastically
surveys the scene. “October might be
the deadline date,” he asserts, “but this
project will be finished at least a year
before he World Cup kick-o . “ ere
is a real buzz about the site, a real
commitment to the project and a real
energy to get it done ahead of time and
done properly. e construction workers
have taken ownership of the World Cup,
they can see now what it is all about after
years of talking and they are determined
to make it work,” Jordaan adds.

“I've been down there to talk to them.
Some of them haven't had jobs for four
years and now because of the World Cup
they can again look after their families.

ey are able to be proud men again,
to hold their heads up high.” e FIFA
World Cup has brought similar relief to
many across a country where as many as

BY MARK GLEESON

Construction work
on the Soccer

City Stadium in e

Johannesburg is in
full swing.
PHOTO: KEYSTONE
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40 per cent of the population do not have
formal jobs.

While the football tournament
will not immediately solve a massive
unemployment problem, it has so many
more tangible benefits than just fuelling
a construction boom. e South African
economy continues to grow and experts
predict the boom will continue well
past 2010. e FIFA World Cup™ has
injected a major sense of confidence
into the market at a time when other
emerging economies are experiencing a
topsy-turvy ride.

South Africa’s tourism industry is now
the biggest on the continent, overtaking
the Egyptians’, even though it is a long-
haul destination. e country’s current
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balance account is positive, the national
budget recorded a surplus and the tax
man is raking in record revenue. All
over the buzz of excitement, as the clock
counts down to 2010, is dominated by
talk of the monetary benefits that will
follow for South Africa and its citizens.
Perhaps lost amid all this anticipation is
what the FIFA World Cup™ really o ers
South Africa, indeed the entire continent.
Sure, the dollars, euros and Swiss francs
are all vital, but even more important is
the e ect on the psyche of Africa and the
confidence that hosting a tournament of
the magnitude of the FIFA World Cup™
displays on a continent that, for so long,
has been regarded as not much more
than a large begging bowl. Africa, and
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its people, now have a chance to display
a competency previously never expected
of them. ey are getting to display an
e ciency and a sense of duty the rest of
the world never believed they had. ey
are getting to show their independence.
It is a rare opportunity for them to sit at
the same table with the rest of the world
as equal partners.

ey are getting, as is the case with the
workers at Soccer City, to walk with their
heads held high.

is is the real value of the FIFA World
Cup™ to South Africa — a value that
cannot be measured in any currency. l

JULY 2007 AV



FIFA

Wembley -
a new era

BY MARTIN O’BOYLE

embley has a special

place in everyone’s

hearts — there is no
doubt this is going to be the most
spectacular stadium in the world.”
Whatever people’s political
persuasion in England, there were
few disagreeing with the words of
the UK’s Prime Minister Tony Blair
when Wembley Stadium played host
to its first competitive match in over

six years following its multi-million
pound redevelopment.

And while the Wembley name
alone is enough to send supporters
into a state of awe, the spiritual home
of English football has certainly been
reinvented in an impressive manner,
successfully retaining its rich appeal
and individuality.

MODIFICATIONS

Standing at pitchside level, you
realise how vast the 90,000 seat
arena is, yet it still manages to

seem curiously compact. Every
seat is sheltered from the elements
and although the famous Twin
Towers may have been consigned to
rubble, the new Wembley has a new
landmark, which will not only make
it stand out on the London skyline,
but will also serve as an instant,
iconic reference point for football
fans all over the world.

e stadium’s arch, which sits
133 metres above the level of the
external concourse, is the longest
single-span roof structure in the

world. For supporters worried
whether one of Paul Robinson’s
clearances could hit the construction
in any way, they need not worry, as
the London Eye could fit between
the apex of the arch and the pitch.

at is not the last of the big
numbers. e roof weighs 7,000
tonnes and covers an area of 11 acres,
four of which are moveable, and
23,000 tonnes of steel were used on
the construction of the new stadium,
which has a circumference of 1km.

ere are also 2,618 toilets — a fact
that the stadium’s management
consider to be more than in any
other building on the planet, while
there is more leg room for every seat
in the new Wembley Stadium than
there was in the Royal Box of the
old stadium.

“It's been worth the wait,” said the
FA'’s director of football development
Sir Trevor Brooking after witnessing
the England and Italy U-21 sides
contest a highly entertaining 3-3
draw in the arena’s curtain-raiser
on Saturday, 24 March. “After all
the hassle, everyone thinks that it
is better than they thought it would
be. Wembley wore this game well.”
One man who experienced the
ultimate high on the old Wembley’s
hallowed turf is Sir Bobby Charlton,
who played in England’s 1966 FIFA
World Cup™ final win over West

great to see the new place, which has
been really well designed.  ere was
something special about it ... it was
big but it was also personal. It was
lovely being out there — | had the
feeling that I'd love to play here, this
really would have been something
else.”

HUGE INTEREST
Perhaps unsurprisingly, interest in
the new Wembley has been at fever
pitch among the public ever since
it opened. With huge demand for
tickets, fans have been at the ready
to snap up a seat (with extra leg
room!) and experience the carnival
atmosphere for which the stadium
has quickly become renowned.
e FA Cupfinal between Chelsea
and Manchester United on 19
May and England’s first game at
their ‘new’ home, a friendly with
Brazil on 1 June, were played in
front of capacity crowds — all eager
for their first experiences of what
former England captain Bobby

Moore described as “the Mecca of
stadiums”.

But it is not just the supporters
who have been eager to enjoy a day
out at Wembley. e players, too,
have been champing at the bit to
parade their talents at the arena,
which according to David Beckham
is the dream of every English kid.
“Every young child wants to
play at Wembley, and for me it’s
the ultimate stadium,” he said.
Not that Wembley’s charm is
exclusive to Englishmen. “To play
a big match at Wembley ... this is
the absolute highlight in a player’s
career,” enthused German legend
Jurgen Klinsmann, summing up
the worldwide appeal of the iconic
venue, which Pele also describes
as the “church of football”.
It remains to be seen how the new
Wembley will come to be described
by the footballing icons of today,
but all signs point to the fact that
it will provide as much magic as its
predecessor once did. H

Germany. And although the 7hree Name: Wembley Stadium
Lions’record all-time scorer was sad to Address: Wembley, London, HA9 OWS
see the scene of his country’s biggest England
triumph retired from duty, he was Opened: 23 April 1923 (old), 24 March 2007 (new)
delighted to pay a visit to its successor. Last renovation: 2002-2007
“It was sad to see the old place go No. of seats: 71,200
because of the history of the ground,” VIP: 18,800
said Charlton after a reunion between Total capacity: 90,000
the England and West Germany Covered: 100%
sides who went head-to-head for Home teams: English national teams
The giant new Wembley is a magnificent stadium. PHOTO: FOTO-NET the global crown in 1966. “But it’s Internet: http://www.wembleystadium.com/
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Zerao — a half

In each hemisphere

BY PETRA SCHAEBER

he scheduled kick-o time

of 3.30pm is now ten
minutes ago and the players

in the red and blue jerseys of Trem
Desportivo Clubes, perched on the
hard benches in the dressing room,
are beginning to get bored. A small
fan blows hot air around the bare
room while grey clouds block out the
sun outside. “Can we go onto the
pitch yet?” asks one of the youngsters,
pulling his socks up over his knees
and tugging back his afro curls like
Barcelona superstar Ronaldinho. e
young Trem players are very keen.
ey play for one of the oldest clubs

in Macapa, a 300,000-population
town at the mouth of the Amazon.
In a few weeks, they will make the
3,500-kilometre trip south to Sao

Paulo to play in an important U-20
cup tournament.

On the touchline, the referee is
standing with his two assistants. ey
cut dashing figures in their black
shorts and jerseys, resplendent with
the blue emblem of the CBF, the
Brazilian football association. e
strapping man in the middle consults
his watch with a little concern before
dodging a huge flying beetle as big as
a swallow. As the time nears four in
the afternoon, there is still no sign of
the visiting team. ey are coming
from Mazagao, a small town situated
alongside the Amazon, twenty
kilometres south-west of Macapa.
“ ey have to take two riverboats
to get here,” sighs Carlos Brito,
“but don’t worry, they always come.

ey have strong support.” Brito is a
strong, burly man whose square jaw
sits almost seamlessly on his broad

neck. He is the custodian of one of
the world’s most curious stadiums
and an endearing character to boot.

KICKING OFF IN THE SOUTH

At the Zerao (“the big zero”)
stadium, the equator divides the
two halves of the pitch, with one
lying in the northern hemisphere,
the other in the southern. “Most
teams choose the southern end for
the first half. It's lucky,” explains
Brito. Perhaps this is because the
wind gets up in the afternoon,
blowing in from the north-east and
the mouth of the Amazon and thus
imparting more spin on the ball.
Back in 1990, just after the Milton
Souza Correia stadium — to use its
o cial name — had opened, strong
winds tore the roof o the stands.
Now the floodlight pylons emerge
between the terracing and the pitch

One half of the pitch lies
north of the Equator, the
other half south ...

... the Zerao stadium is in a unique place.

like flimsy sticks poking up into in
the air. e stadium has seen better
days. e grass is sprouting up
wildly, the paintwork flaking away
from the walls and only part of the
lighting is functioning.

Macapa is the capital of the
Brazilian federal state of Amapa.
Founded only in 1988, more than
half of Amapa’s surface area is a
protected nature reserve. isstate in
the north of the Amazon has only two
roads, and both are only half-covered
with tarmac. Otherwise, there is just
a sandy track to Oiapoque, a 30-
hour bus ride away on the French
Guyana border. Or there is the boat.
Ships, canoes, cutters, ferries — life in
the Amazon is unthinkable without
taking to the water. From cars to
refrigerators, the great majority of
goods are transported to the region
by ferry from Belem on the other
side of the mouth of the Amazon.

e journey time? 30 hours.

Finally, the coach carrying the
team from Mazagao pulls into the
car park alongside the main stand.
“We had engine problems and had
to find another bus, then there was
a queue for the ferry,” explains the
coach with a smile.

TWO SEASONS
e players quickly warm up and
do some light stretches. Here on the

equator, it is always hot and humid
with an average annual temperature
of 27 degrees.  ere are only two
seasons: the rainy season from
January until June, then the summer.
And the peculiarities do not stop
there either: in the north of the town,
the water drains clockwise down the
plughole, in the south it gurgles away
in the opposite direction just like in
the rest of Brazil.

When the ball is on the halfway
line, literally in the middle of the
world, the game for the “Countdown”
cup begins with a shrill blow of
the referee’s whistle — it may be a
friendly, but a match is a match.
Leading 1-0 at half-time, Mazagao
make their greater experience pay in

PHOTOS: PAULO FRIDMAN

the second half and finally run out
2-0 winners.

After the game, team manager
da Silva, a serious-looking man of
medium build, accepts the trophy. A
26-year-old midfielder, he has played
professionally for several other teams
across the nation during his career
and soon plans to hang up his boots.
He hopes to open a football school to
take poor children o the streets. For
the moment though, he simply grins,
flashing his gleaming white teeth. In
Brazil, there are few more successful
means of achieving social integration
than through football. Whether in Rio
de Janeiro, on the beaches of Bahia or
in the Amazon jungle, the beautiful
game is a national passion. H

THE STADIUM

TADIUM

[ Name; Estadio Milton Souza Correia
[7 Opened: 1990
[ Max. standing fans; 5,000
[ No. of seats: None
[l Total capacity: 5,000
Hom ms: Am | E | M
[ | Trem Desportivo Clube
[ | Ypiranga Clube
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THEN AND NOW

Marcel Desailly has found happiness in Ghana.

Party time in Accra

He became a world and European champion with France, but
the 38-year-old former defender Marcel Desalilly is living in his
native Ghana and harbouring hopes of managing an African

sed to inhaling the sweet,
intoxicating aroma  of
triumph from his time
gracing the pitch as a cerebral but
physically dominant central defender for
Marseille, AC Milan and Chelsea, the
1998 World Cup winner with France
insists that, unlike many of his retired
peers, he has not missed the hustle and

ENYE JULY 2007

bustle of professional football since he
hung up his boots.

“I played football from the age of 14
and was a professional for about 20 years.
It was an unbelievable experience to be
in the game but | do not miss the daily
rigour of training and playing because |
achieved all | wanted to do in it,” Desailly
tells FIFA magazine.

team in the future.

BY OSASU OBAYIUWANA

In making a decision to establish a very
significant presence in Ghana, the land of
his birth, Desailly has made it clear that
Africawill play a very important role in this
new chapter of his life. An imposing home
in Accra, Ghana's capital city, attracts the
cream of the country’s football community
and the social glitterati who never fail to
grace Desailly's home when he plays the

perfect host at his famous all-night parties.
“While growing up, and as my career was
coming to an end, | always knew that
my future lay with Africa in general and
Ghana in particular,” says Desailly. “  atis
why I am working with di erent people to
launch di erent kinds of projects.”

FUTURE NATIONAL COACH?

Although he distinguished himself as
an articulate, incisive analyst with BBC
Television at the World Cup finals in
Germany (he also works for the French
cable station, Canal Plus), Desailly’s desire
to manage a team at the next World Cup
finals has not been dampened by his
successful foray into the media. “My
preference is definitely to manage an
African national side. But at the moment,
I am discovering another life and trying
to understand the new trends in football
and how the game is evolving.”

Adapting to changing situations is
nothing alien to Desailly, who left the
tropical climes of Ghana for the milder
temperatures of France as a child. “My
adoptive father was the consul at the
French embassy in Ghana and he ended
up marrying my mother and taking me
to France at the age of four,” he recalls.
“Fortunately, | did not su er a cultural
shock when | moved to France because |
was at an age where it was very easy for me
to adapt to the life and culture there.”

Insisting that he has su ered little
racism throughout his life, Desailly is
not naive about the factors that have
probably made things more pleasant for
him. “ is was simply because of my
fame and success as a football player.
If | had not been successful, I would
have gone through what the majority of
black people in Europe experience all the
time.”

MORE PRESSURE FROM FIFA

e soft-spoken man will never forget
one high-profile incident in 2004 when he
was in action for Chelsea against Monaco
in a UEFA Champions League match.
Ron Atkinson, the former Manchester
United manager and at the time a TV
commentator for the English channel
1TV, described Desailly as a “thick nigger”
in wholly unsavoury terms for a defensive
error he had made, unaware that his

supposedly o -air remark had been
broadcast. e resultant furore over the
racist jibe turned Atkinson into a pariah
and put the former defender at the centre
of a discussion on the treatment of black
players in the European game.

Reflecting on the incident three years
on, Desailly insists it was the type of
attention that he has never sought.
“When the furore over the whole issue
was burning, | turned my mobile phone
0 to avoid making comments to the
media, as | was not willing to be a pawn in
the middle of an issue that was attracting
attention but actually needed to be taken
far more seriously.”

Surprisingly, he is rather charitable to
Atkinson and insists that the incident
is firmly rooted in the past, where he
prefers to leave it. “I feel ashamed and
sorry for him, because he ought to be

setting a good example. His statement
was an a ront to all black people. But
on a personal level, it really did nota ect
me at all,” he says. However, he is still
furious about the persistent racist insults
that have been hurled at several African
players in the European club game,
particularly at Barcelona’s Cameroonian
striker Samuel Eto’o. “What he has gone
through is terrible and this cannot be
tolerated any more. But | have to say that
nothing will change until FIFA puts more
pressure on the clubs to do something
about this menace.”

BELIEF IN FRANCE

No connoisseur of the game would
dispute that Desailly and his peers
personified the golden age for Les Bleus
as they banished the ignominy of failing
to qualify for the 1994 World Cup finals

Once a footballer, always a footballer.
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THEN AND NOW

P by becoming the first French team to win

football’s ultimate prize four years later.

Although France also defeated Italy
to win the European Championship
in 2000, sealing their reputation as the
most fearsome side in the world at the
time, it ironically heralded the start of a
temporary but frightening decline, which
Desailly admitted worried him.

After a humiliating first-round exit
at the 2002 FIFA World Cup™ finals,
Les Bleus returned to form in Germany,
where they came close to winning their
second World Cup trophy in eight
years. E usive in his praise for his old
team-mates Lilian uram and ierry
Henry, as well as exciting newcomer
Franck Ribery, Desailly — who retired
from international football after the 2004
European Championship — insists France
will remain in the elite class of world
football for many years to come: “ e

new generation of players are of excellent
quality. We did worry that after we quit
the scene things might deteriorate, but
they have done us all proud.”

Many would have thought that after
exiting what is a rather hectic and time-
conscious profession, Desailly would have
a lot more time for his wife and children,
but the challenges of his new life have
not really given him the chance to make
what even he admits is a long-overdue
transition. “l am still not at home as
much as I'm expected to be, as | have a
lot of commitments all over the world.
But my mind is always with
do spend a lot more time with them than
| did as a player.”

HARD WORK NEEDED

With South Africa having just about
three years to prepare itself to host the
first World Cup finals on African soil,

Born: 7 September 1968 in Accra (Ghana)
Nationality: French and Ghanaian
Height: 1.83m
Weight: 80kg
Nickname: “The Rock™
Clubs: 1986-1992: Nantes. 1992-1993: Marseille.
1993-1998: AC Milan. 1998-2004: Chelsea. 2004-
2005: Al Gharafa (Qatar). 2005: Qatar Sports Club.
Honours: 1998 world champion and 2000 European
champion with France. 1992 French and 1993
European champion (both titles were later stripped from
Marseille as a result of a match-fixing scandal). 1993
and 1995 [talian champion, 1994 UEFA Champions
League winner. 2000 English FA Cup winner. 2005
Qatar champion. 116 caps and 3 goals for France.
Miscellaneous: Married to Virginie with whom he
has a daughter and three sons.

As at 2 May 2007

Desailly is hoping that one of the six
sides representing the continent will be
able to break the quarter-final barrier
in 2010. Only Cameroon’s Indomitable
Lions and Senegal’s Lions of Teranga have
gone that far and Desailly is careful not to
overrate the continent’s chances. “Can an
African side win the World Cup in 2010?
I really do not know. It’s di cult to say.

ey need to work a lot harder — tactically
and in terms of the way they prepare for
tournaments. But my hope for the future
of this game is to see more African players
featuring at the very top level and to see
an African team reach the semi-final or
final of the World Cup,” he says.

In a continent where football is
regarded as the third religion after
Christianity and Islam, there is not one
disciple of the game who does not share
the dream of the African child who has
finally returned to his roots. Il
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF INTERVIEW

Pu Wel

. What does football mean to you?
It means an honour to me.

. Which club did you support as a child?

I had no special football club which | supported. I just
like good and attractive football.

. Did you ever have an idol?
No, I didnt.

. What is your fondest footballing memory?

e Women’s World Cup 1999 in the USA. It is a
beautiful memory although it was a pity. Our team
took the silver medal, but our dream was gold.

. What has been your biggest disappointment
in football?

e defeat in the final match of the 1999 Women’s
World Cup after penalty Kicks.

. If you had not become a professional
footballer, what would you have become?

An artist.

. What is your favourite type of music?
Pop music.

. And your favourite book?

A Chinese Book named Learn how to choose giving up.
It's a book about life philosophy.

ST M JuLy 2007

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Born: 20 August 1980 in Shanghai
(China PR).

Nationality: Chinese

Height: 1.73m

Weight: 58kg

Position: Midfielder, defender

Clubs: Shanghai SVA. 2001-2002:
Washington Freedom (USA).

Honours: 1999: runner-up FIFA Women'’s
World Cup. 2000: played in Olympic

Football Tournament. 2001: AFC champion. 2002:
winner Asian Games 2004: played in Olympic
Football Tournament. 2006: AFC champion, 3™
place Asian Games. Several national titles with
Shanghai SVA. Over 150 caps, approx. 100 of
them as captain.

Miscellaneous: Loves singing. English
nickname is Alex.

As at 1 May 2007

. Your favourite film?

Pretty Woman With Julia Roberts and Richard Gere.

Which is your favourite city?
Shanghai, my hometown.

What is your favourite food?
Di erent kinds of seafood.

And your favourite hobby?
Sightseeing.

Who is the best player in the world right
now?
Nobody.

What was your first job?
Foothall player.

Who has been the most influential figure in
world history?

Bill Clinton, the former US President.

16. What are you scared of?

Animals.

17. What was the most embarrassing

moment in your life?

| had none.

18. How do you see the future of the

world?

I wish peace for the whole world.

19. Where would you like to go on

holiday?

e seaside. I like the atmosphere near the

water.

20. Whom would you most like to meet?

My old classmates from school.

PHOTO: IMAGO

YES OR NO?

I

Are you a patient person? es

Are you superstitious? \[e}

Will China PR win this year’s FIFA Women’s World Cup?

I

Do you always tell the truth? es

Would you like to coach one day? No

Interview: Rainer Hennies
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World-beater or back
to the training ground?

Do you think you know your football? If so,
test your knowledge with our world football
quiz. How many of the 20 questions can you
get right? The correct answers can be found
on page 61.

19-20 correct answers: world-beater!

18  correct answers: Professor of World
Football

17  correct answers: World Cup title in sight

16 correct answers: superstar

15  correct answers: continental champion

14  correct answers: model pro

13 correct answers: battler

12 correct answers: on the brink of the
national team

11 correct answers: club stalwart

10  correct answers: back to the training
ground

9 correct answers or less: keep reading FIFA
magazine and www.FIFA.com

1. Who are the reigning club world
champions?
A: Barcelona
B: Internacional
C: AC Milan

2. When was FIFA magazine first published?
A: 1983
B: 1988
C: 1993

JULY 2007

. German international Miroslav Klose is the

father of ...
A Twins

B: Triplets

C: Quadruplets

. In which city was Joseph S. Blatter first

elected FIFA President?
A: New York

B: Seoul

C: Paris

. Lavovete is the nickname of the Bulgarian

national team — what does this Bulgarian
expression mean?

A:  elLions

B:  eTigers

C: e Panthers

. In which city would you find the Rose Bowl,

the stadium that hosted the final of the FIFA
Women'’s World Cup in 1999?

A: Auckland (New Zealand)

B: Pasadena (USA)

C: Edmonton (Canada)

. Which team made history in 1996 by

becoming the first African team to win the
Olympic Football Tournament?

A: Cameroon

B: Nigeria

C: Morocco

Michel Platini in 1980. The
Rose Bowl. Midfielder Matias
Fernandez.

8. Which city is home to the headquarters of
the South American football confederation
(CONMEBOL)?

A: Buenos Aires
B: Rio de Janeiro
C: Asuncion

9. For which of these three clubs did UEFA
President Michel Platini never play?
A: St Etienne
B: Nancy
C: Toulouse

10. Who did Mile Sterjovski play for in the
2006 FIFA World Cup Germany™?
A: Trinidad and Tobago
B: Serbia and Montenegro
C: Australia

11. Who is the current coach of Germany, the
reigning women’s world champions?
A: Tina eune-Meyer
B: Silvia Neid
C: Birgit Prinz

12. Who did Brazil’s Kaka play for before
transferring to AC Milan?
A: Flamengo
B: Sao Paulo
C: Gremio

13. Who was named FIFA Women'’s World
Player in 2006?
A: Marta
B: Laura
C: Anna

14. In which country was English international
Owen Hargreaves born?
A: USA
B: Canada
C: Scotland

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Silvia Neid. The Italian
Gianluca Zambrotta and
Mile Sterjovski.

PHOTOS: IMAGO

Which of these Portuguese giants has
Cristiano Ronaldo played for?

A: Benfica

B: Sporting Lisbon

C: Porto

Where does Fabio Cannavaro, FIFA World
Player 2006 and Italy’s World Cup-winning
captain, come from?

A: Rome

B: Turin

C: Naples

Where will the AFC Asian Cup 2007 be
held?

A: In the United Arab Emirates and Qatar

B: In Singapore, Myanmar and Hong Kong

C: In Indonesia, Malaysia, ailand and Vietnam

Matias Fernandez was the South American
Player of the Year in 2006. Which country
does “Matigol” represent?

A: Ecuador

B: Chile

C: Peru

When will the next FIFA Women’s World
Cup be played?

A: September 2007

B: September 2008

C: September 2009

He is Dutch, the son of a heating engineer,
and he originally wanted to be a basketball
player before becoming a striker for Nooit
Gedacht Geffen, Margriet Oss, Den Bosch
and Heerenveen, amongst others. Who fits
the description?

A: Ruud van Nistelrooy

B: Arjen Robben

C: Roy Makaay
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On 16 June Gary Neville and long-
time girlfriend Emma Hadfield tied
the knot at Manchester Cathedral.
The Manchester United and Eng-
land defender had originally hoped
to enlist the services of famous

I 510N JuLY 2007

Gary Neville and
the wedding singer

tenor Jon Christos for the celebra-
tions, which cost a rumoured GBP
1 million. What 32-year-old Neville
did not know, however, was that
Christos is an ardent fan of Man-
chester City and has been a season-

ticket holder at Manchester United’s
archrivals for 23 years. As a result,
the tenor baulked at the invitation
to sing at the wedding reception
in a Manchester United jersey. Had
Neville known that Christos’ latest
CD was entitled Manchester City —
The Album, there would have been
no doubt as to where his loyalties
lay. It is reported that Neville then
tried chart star James Blunt, but the
singer apparently turned down the
GBP 100,000 gig. Nonetheless, the
splendid reception was held at the
newlyweds’ stunning new home,
even though work on the complete
renovation of the impressive twelve-
bedroom residence, which has its
own golf course, cinema, swimming
pool, fitness centre and stables, was
completed only shortly before the
big day. The dream mansion is said
to have cost Neville GBP 6 million.
Not that he cannot afford it ... He
earns around GBP 80,000 per week
at Manchester United.

With the Barcelona board planning
to renovate the Camp Nou stadium
inside and out, 78 companies from
around the globe are said to have
submitted tenders to undertake the
extensive construction project. Many
of the club’s fans will be hoping that
the seats will also be replaced and,
most importantly, made wider. At
the moment, the seats are just 41cm
wide, which can make it a very tight
squeeze, particularly in the winter
months when fans come to match-
es in thick jackets and overcoats.
At times like that, space can be at
such a premium that one fan has to
lean forward while his neighbour sits
back. By contrast, there are no such
problems on the VIP tribune, where
the seats are 65cm wide.

Staying with Barcelona, Ronal-
dinho has been with the club since
2003. The 27-year-old Brazilian is
undoubtedly one of the world’s best

footballers, which is why national
team captains and coaches voted
him FIFA World Player of the Year
in both 2004 and 2005. However,
is Ronaldinho among the world’s
best when it comes to his work
ethic? The Spanish media have their
doubts. It seems that, up until the
end of April, the footballing wizard
from Porto Alegre had turned up
late or in some cases not at all for
81 training sessions during the
2006-2007 season. Statistically
speaking, that means that
Ronaldinho had been missing from
half of the practices under coach
Frank Rijkaard.

Thanks to an agreement between
the Saudi Arabian ministry for
youth and sport and the Argen-
tinian ministry for sport, the Saudi
Arabian U-17 national team recently
held a two-week training camp in
Buenos Aires. The team’s coach,
Bandar Juithen, was delighted.
“We are happy and proud to have
been able to make this unforgetta-
ble trip,” he said. “We would like
to thank the governments of Saudi
Arabia and Argentina for presenting
us with this extraordinary gift. It has
been an amazing experience. The Ar-
gentinians have given us a wonder-
ful welcome and looked after us very
well. Our stay has been very valuable
in football terms.* Surprisingly, the
visitors were unbeaten during their
stay in Argentina — a nation with a
strong footballing pedigree thanks
to two FIFA World Cup™ triumphs
and five FIFA World Youth Champi-
onship (how FIFA U-20 World Cup)
titles. After drawing with the hosts’

The correct answers to the questions
on pages 58 and 59 are:
1.B/2.A/3.A/4.C/5.A/6.B/
7.B/8.C/9.C/10.C/11.B/12.
B/13.A/14.B/15.B/16.C/17.
C/18.B/19.A/20.A

U-17 national team (1-1) and the
U-17 team of leading club River Plate
(0-0), the Saudi Arabians rounded
off their trip with a 2-1 victory over
the U-17s from second division side
Defensores de Belgrano.

A last-minute goal from Ji Ting was
enough to give China a 3-2 victory
over a FIFA Women’s World Stars
Xl on the eve of the final draw for
the FIFA Women’s World Cup China
2007 in Wuhan. The Chinese na-
tional team were coached by new
arrival Marika Domanski-Lyfors from
Sweden, while German coaching
legend Tina Theune-Meyer and cur-
rent England coach Hope Powell
took charge of the World Stars. A
31,000 crowd at the Wuhan Sports
Center Stadium was wowed by stars
including Kristine Lilly (USA) and
Cynthia Uwak (Nigeria). The World
Stars’ goals came from Germany’s
Conny Pohlers and Australia’s Cheryl
Salisbury, while Liu Sa and Han Duan
joined Ji Ting on the scoresheet for
China.

The Saudi Arabian U-17 players during their stay in Argentina.

Ji Ting scored against the FIFA
Women'’s World Stars. — Rare
scene: Ronaldinho training.
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One day in

by Harold Mayne-Nicholls

1 July 1912

Gottfried Fuchs bangs in ten goals in Germany’s 16-0
victory over Russia in the consolation tournament of

the Stockholm Olympic Games. The German player’s
goalscoring feat equals the record set in an international
match by Denmark’s Sophus Nielsen in his country’s 17-1
victory over France four years earlier.

1 July 1971
The period for registering for the 1974 FIFA World Cup™
closes with entries from 95 countries.

5 July 1984

60,000 fans pack the San Paolo stadium in Naples for the
unveiling of Diego Maradona, who arrives by helicopter
and delights the public with his unique ball skills. e e e e e 000 0000000000000

6 July 1982 o
The day after scoring a hat trick against Brazil in the 1982 g
FIFA World Cup™ in Spain, Italy’s Paolo Rossi is awarded é
the honour of Commendatore de la Repubblica by his '53:
country.oooooooooooooooooooooo: ° -
° [
7 July 1912 ° 21 July 1929 :
The first ever “Fla-Flu” derby match between Flamengo : The first stone of the Centenario stadium in Montevideo °
and Fluminense takes place at the Laranjeiras stadiumin e (Uruguay) is laid. Nineteen years later to the day, the construction :
Rio de Janeiro and ends in a 3-2 victory for Fluminense. : of the Maracana stadium begins in Rio de Janeiro. e e e e @ @ @ © @
[
: 23 July 1904
° New Zealand play their first ever international, against the New
: South Wales state team from Australia in Auckland.
e 11 July 1971 29 July 1948
: Pele scores his final goal for the Brazilian national team in a . The Faroe Islands beat the Shetland Islands 4-1 at
e 1-1draw against Austria. { home to win the second ever Adam Shield (the first
: was held in 1935).
e 15July 1970
[ ]

In an unofficial tournament, the Danish women’s national
team proclaim themselves world champions after beating Italy
2-0 in front of 40,000 fans in Turin.

30 July 1913
The King of Spain grants the Spanish football
association the title of “royal”.

16 July 1972

Oleg Blokhin makes his debut for the USSR in a 1-1 draw

against Finland. He will go on to become the first player to win

100 caps for the SovietUnion.e e e e e e 0000 0000000000000 000

31 July 1948

India make their international debut in a 2-1 defeat
against France during the 1948 Olympic Games in
London.

20 July 1929
The Uruguayan football association invites Peru, Ecuador and
Bolivia to take part in the first ever FIFA World Cup™.

31 July 1983

The following advertisement appears in the El
Deber newspaper of Santa Cruz, Bolivia: “I wish
to apologise to the fans of Club Oriente Petrolero,

20 July 1968 the general public and the press for my behaviour
Swaziland play their first ever international match, a 2-0 win during the Oriente Petrolero-Aurora match, which
over Malawi. will not happen again. Luis Enrique Padilla, player.”
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